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 Introduition. A 


H E different Religions which have at 
any Time taken Place among Men, 


Hood and Advantage, . by enabling 

— them to ſpend the preſent Life, with 
" Ygreater Eaſe and Tranquillity than they could do 
xtherwiſe, and by, contributing to their future Hap- 
ies and Well-being in the Life to come. Tho? 


= this has been the Pretence of all Religions, yet ne. 
J [ver was any one fo happ il; calculate, as that of the 


hriſtian, to make Men eafy to themſelves; and 
tolerable, if not comfortable to others. It not only 
points out a certain Way to remoye, in a great 
Meaſure, the Seeds and Principles of Diſquiet with- 


in and Diſorders without, and to attain to all that 
lis which will compleat our F elicity at laſt: Bur | 


in the ſtrongeſt and moſt engaging Manner, it re- 
ommends to us the Love of God and our Saviour, 
and univerſal Benevolance, and Good-will to eur 
IF ellow-Men, as neceſſary Means of our own Hap- 
pines, by the Merits ba Mediation of him who 


tians were of one Heart and Mind; and when 


mM Contentions aroſe 1 them, theſe are painked to 


Wy 


* 4 
. 


have always pretended to aim at their 


| [is the Prince of Peace. By the powerful Influence 
* this happy Scheme for our Good, the firſt Chri- 
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of Cephasr, and I of Chrijt ; yet notwithſtanding 


mony; and this bad | 


would we ſeriouſly conſider, 


5 "ati, Whit are the fd Effect of it. 


mn ar RIEL? EN W N 
— 220% 
* 


diviſive Courles, would, V keriouſly con 


(.-4 ) 

us, 8 Marks of the 3 Diſapprobation. It 
was a Stain in the C ed Sg Carter. that ne ; 
of them ſaid, I am of Paul, and I of Apolles, and IM 

Zone 
in all Ages, Contentions and Aide bb bb. 1 the 
tain'd among thoſe, who of all others ſhould have ma 
made it their Buſineſs to maintain Peace and Har- pre 
amour has got too much 
Footing among us at this Day. A Sourneſs of i Jo 
Temper has for ſome Time been fermenting with- in 
in our Zio and! has ſpread 1 its pernicious Naehe BY 


7 


CES. TH. 


to a, conſiderable | Hight. | Inſtead of Broghesly ing 
Love, Agreement and à good Underſtands; 


every new Incident affords, Natter of IX and IV! 
Diviſion. The great and ſubſtantial tets Of 4 
Religion are too Secs valued, and too Wit 

lected by all; and Hee. Things which 17 a om 


om the Life of 1 it, Conte! nded fer as warmly hat 
if our Concern about them , were. the only Buſineſs Con: 


of Life. Could any one, in. this mournful Situation, 80 


contribute in the leaſt to reſtore Peace and Sl il 
without Prejudice to Truth, his Labour wor g 
not be loſt: If he ſhould miſs f Succeßz, "a ara 
Deſign 1 is commendable and, good ; and. I er Wage ; ate 

myſelt, that we would not be ſo apt to run into Fro) 


Cv Animoſities, and unchriſtian Content aut 


8 


II, What Schiſm and Diviſion i __ 
WF What ay the uſual Springs FA 155 


4to, What Weak Pretences are Gele to oper ora 
ſo unchriſtian a ractice. Jon 
Hint, 1 fay, Perſons, would pot fo reply ty 5 inp i b 


im is. 


(..5 )., 

rder to dür und ndin what the Nature & 
1 80 Ag g e uſt POE upon it as an un- 
de Header ae that as *tis the Cauſe, for which 
© ne Hits, 2nd not tlie Puniſhment, ” which makes 
Martyr; ſo 10 is not every, Separation which 


-bb-| hae 
lave 


N a a Man Zul ty of the Crime of Schiſm. In its The 8 


Jar- Preciſe Nature, tis a Separation or Toy iſion of thoſe ture of 
W 


uch Parts from one another, which, 
; of 


ether, made only one compound Thing; ſo when 
bne Part of a Garment is rent from another, . the 
q hole becomes imperfect; y or hen! in a Build. 
7 75 any one conflituent Part 18 ſeparate from the = 
15 the Beauty of the F abrick 1 is loſt, and the 
and ole in Danger of Ruin. In the fame Manner, 
of Fahy Society, whoſe Members are united together 
e- ite one Body „ by an harmonious Agreement, in 
915 8 dme n Scheme of Things Which conſtitute 
4 id | very, Society; if ſome of the Members of this 


News © & Complex Body ſhould ſep te from the Body, then | 
jon | Schiſm takes Place i in . 


93 J ;Theſe however are not always gullty of a bad 
ld Ning, Who are charged with. Schitm ; for that Se- 
| hisaration which f 15 expreſſed by it, muſt be denomi- 
Ade ate good | or bad, according to the Nature of the 
into 


Frounds and Cauſes upon which it proceeds. Thoſe 
auſes, which may move Men to ſeparate from a 
Pceiety „being either juſt and relevant, or weak and 
| 5 RAng accordiny to the Quality. of theſe Cauſes, 


5 5 ich makes one forſake Falſhood, Error and Im- 
port oral , and adhere to Truth, real Goodneſs and 
5 one ; eſpecially if this Mana ement is conduc- 
into by a realonable Zeal for the As f God, and 
mat f 1 Jared, not of Men, but of Error 0 Falſhood. 5 
F the other Hand, that muſt be reckoned a blame- 


© able 


In“ 


» 


Schiſm in 
en taken to- general. 


9 may become good or bad: Therefore, A wotola 
at Separation 'muſt be Tonfirued good and juſt; Separation. 


; 6 ) 

able Separation, which ariſes, from bad Principle 1 
and leads to bad Ends. The firſt Kind is allowed 1 
| by the bleſſed, 8504 50 . er "eat been Ihe 
ir. oc, Practiſed by en. Seth an ſterity ſe- Uwit] 
0 ” 555 themſelves from the wicked Deſdendang of tho 
| Gex.xii.2.3. Cain; Abraham likewiſe ſeparate from the idolatrous is a 
| | . Caldeans, and left his native Country at the Divine ¶ con 
Command. And the bleſſed God himſelf fays, Ch 
7; os Come out from among them my People, and be ye ſeparate. a 1 
* As this is a commendable N ſo the | Co 
Scripture condemns that which makes Men forſake || rac 
1 Fobnii 19, and give up with Truth and real Goodneſs, They || na) 
went out from us, but they were not of us: For if | Ch 
they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued || the 
"with us; but they went out, that they migbt be made Scl 
manife fs that they were not all of us. "The Apoſtle | rec 
Jude ver. ig. Jude lays, Theſe are they who ſeparate themſelves, || our 
ſenſual, having, not the Spirit. The Apoſtle: Pau! by 
inſtances in both Kinds, when he inveighs againſt 00 
the impious Apoſtacy of Hymeneus and Philetus, who in- 

had erred concerning the Truth, fying, That the | its 
xv Neſurrettion was paſt already; and then ſubjoins, that ch. 
ever) one that names the Name of Chrift ſhould depart 
From Luiquiy. Theſe Conſiderations make it evident, 

that every Schiſm is a Separation, tho? every 'Sepa- 

ration is not a Schiſm properly ſo called; for. this 

Term is commonly uſed by Ecclefiaſtical Writers 
3 in a bad Senſe, not only for a bare Seceſſion in re- 
_ + - Ugious Matters, but for ſuch * as is raſh and 

 . unreaſonable. In which Senſe the Apoſtle blames 

the Corinthians for the Contentions Which were a- 

mong them; and wherever ſuch a N takes 

Place, as rents and divides the Body of Chriſt, 

without the ſtrongeſt ;rounds and Reaſons to top 

port ſuch a Practice, the Perſons dividing are guilty 
If f Schiſm ; but where to fix the N of this, 1s 
the principal Difficulty. © '* If 


is 
* 22 


r 


f 


1 


common Head. And a 


Jour Saviour ri 


E nſeq 


C7) ; 
1115 any one a 170 Principles Was ad, What Tho Goſs 


he Las, * r e would tell us, chat tis a Schiſm. 


withdra rating ourſelves from the Au- 

thority and and perlt of the Pope, as the Church 

is a Body united and joined 2 under him the 
ember of any other 

Church, in anſwering the, Queſtion, would give ſuch 

a Deſeription, as to make a withdrawing from their 

Communion ſchiſmatical, But ſince the facred O- 

racles ſpeak of no ſich common Head. as the Pope, 

nay much to the contrary; and ſince no particular 

Church has a peculiar Privilege of being always in 

the Right, even in Matters F ery great Moment, 

Schiſm muſt be a Nene t that Church, which * 2 

requires no other Terms of Communion, but Pais Schilin. 


uires in his Doſs either rech Me 


„ And. In in refuſin 8 to: hold 
et Aang w lee e l. 
in to jon, in hic 
its te e take and agree, as 
they have Op t 8 
The true 2 urch of Chriſt i is a Sy en e 
ſons as are one with their Savio; N owning Chit in + 
and receiving him astheir c common! ead, their Lord ener. 
and Lawgiver, 75 their entertaining and receiving 
the ſame revealed "Truths, and by their mutual „„ 
150 N to one another, Eph. iv. 13,—14. Col. 
But in regard the viſible Church. of Chriſt 
ne only conſiſts of thoſe who are ſincere Believers and 
real Chriſtians, but likewiſe of ſuch as profeſs to be. 
lieve the Religion of Jeſus, and comply wich ĩt out- | 
vary, tho* they are not acquainted with the Power, 
fficacy of. it; therefore in this Chureh we may 


eafily conceive a twofold Union, the one internal, 
and the other external. The firſt re cose A twofold | 


* 75 


| why are EY called, and are ſincere and real — 


Be- 


8 


not underſtanid it bf the rſt Sort of Unigr 75 
ZZZ 
and they w ho'a : 


( = 
Chil, 1255 7 bor Wor 


and ifirig'th e Käme reli Sion Pract ces. 


to Chit th eo Heat! 
Andie le Ee ant CLF" 
embers Of the Church 1 at! hop 
by Logs the fame Pe ve oy 55 188 005 
Cl ref: 


the fink 
15 Ln FE of Schiſttr, Cr 
a dieren . 19 e Unity of the euch, 17 5 "my 


re tal) ond with then $8 


never. be 12 


1 , i , a 
ay tr b de 12 nbers of it 
are unite” ings,” oFe, _ n of | 


2 munion fs 2 0 ah hs etelick that tha i Fe dot 


22 1355 uch æ Separarioh SAP Bly Eire "ay 
ron won : flow 4" cd 2 TY 85 dee, e Xa ky: HE L 
highly un · n 5 C 
— NG fan For, if there wol a b. 0 relepant 
Càuſe for a deen eitfler * NO, Wor-. 
ſhip or Goyerninent, 5 t He dratifts cannot 
be free of rhe Gait? of faſt, and e We. 
| of k Sn Sn Viera 1 1 5 
of Chriſt; and by lay i Stumblng- foret 
wy Jear 1 "the fimple, "they 1 1 929 
+; 9 ard the Tot at acc dl-being of 
2 EI, "and that of Ghent, "and aft z Part 
of intire . 


go it with nA 5 


3e <* > 


oppoſite to the Deer and Peaccable bi Nit 


Bit, e vp f. 
fapeetsche External ae Ch, 


—— nee 


in 
an Oe afion fora Sex 42290 on, but v weak real Cauſes, 

2 and theſe h eee Nieafare by the bold Ex- 
Jay. prelſic ong of Men, a, Separation in in this Caſe is highly 
72 da ede and unjuſt : . For as in the natural Body, 
bd 90 55 Man ever imagined, that he ought to cut off : 
Ka. 9 one. of his Nieder, becauſe * tis infected with a 
76 7 te en Fran, but judges rather that he ought 

BN other Remedies, or 4 patiently. till the 
ae rength of Nature throw off the noxious Matter. 
e Si in this Rered Boy the Church, -tho' different O- 
Yap pinions about ſmalle er Matters ſhould obtain, this 
an Will not immediat oY, hy: a Foundation for a Separa- 

i tion; bot brotherly Loye muſt heal the Difference, 
e, or _ theſe who dier muſt wait patiehtly,. forbearing 
8 57 done anvther,, ti in his good Providence, by 
175 enlightning, the. Minds. of theſe. who. are yrong, 4 
ma kee all to agree in the ame Things. This is the 
Gig p very Advice of the, Apoſtle, Paul, Phil. iii. 1 5, 16. 
he: Tous ; 455 75 as many as be Per felt, te thus minded; 
| and Vin any Thing Je; He ol e, minded, God ſhall 
Bi real al even this. unto. your. "eh hereto aue 
hot have already aftained, "let u SP 17 5 Hor fame. 
Oy | x ind the ſame. mh ws; this happy Advice 
FI. f he Apo [tle * Vii,” vide the. et Rants 
1925 [rg vile never be E ace in ther : 
Ko For ; while Men are } 44 chere 1 BEA be 99 | 
bf ty of e many pärric A 8 
9 ala this ſnatchr at as 4 6880 ; TAG of Separation, 
0 of. Jviders mul divide from one another . theſe, 
117 again, 1 parte among themſelves, 7 7 0 on \ in N 
II n a Word, 1 the Diſeaſe is not deadly and; 
. 8 e the ſick Perſon muſt. not be calt off; for 
ii. *"  Scinditur incertum ſtudia in 1 es, 3602 
191 * ner when Ses weighty R eaſons and uf 
Ce ere Set an r 


) 
0 itanity, And if 1 ſhould be ſome Shadow or 


%. 


Pe 


Pan corrupts 1 Þ Py "or 
1 can 


4 2 S Po ; 8 * 
fli ht Exrvits," a 
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ee fs Hi 
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860 "Order, \ dir Nash 
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Gündation cf dur FA 


Hal Lund deſticys tlie Ohü rch of Chiilt, 
With fuch Corr ptions, 
Into Fncthifis 4h 
ti ax b 505 in char CA, 7e. Naß 
Ak ut YEmarkable, Dan 


9 Of TY DEF 

Grtirtrtion WAR Nen, 

ith our Keeping 1 mmunior 
en 


miesenſiſtent With the Word 'of if Goll, or 1dola 
| EHfrantiy, er fiperflitioils Practices forced, 

Conſciences o# -» Men, AS a Term of Eee n, 
tin HE be Gai We are to cultivare Commu, 
n & ch, "in vedet o-p * dür Can 


5 7 
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105 2 ment 
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fem this View 


1 "of Seceon may | 
 D6arine, 5 Ade. 
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Salva- 
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* < 11. f 
Real S anden 8 gerecl by a Conti- 
daun in. all the Ręaſon in the World pleads bog 
* Parationn. 31 (4) 21 
Did any of [theſe Grounds rake Place, which, I 
have: juſt. now. mentioned, as aue to 1e 
Men in diviſive Courſes, theſe who now. maintain 
. from the Church-of Scorland, and Snggg, no un 
your to-dray: aß man as they can after them, would dee | 
eferve Praiſe and Commendation inſtead of Cen Ne nr 
—. But when, they ſecede from à Church, I truly © on. 
think the beſt reformed. in the World, upon 1 
Rae, andd trivial Grounds, as canngt warransthels = 
hot and virulent Declamations they have vented i 1 
publick and priygte, and far le vindicate them in 
— diforderly. Prafiices 3 Are they. not HEAL WE 
reaſonable 2 For I 67 7 5 
Is not our Church ar this Day, 25 Pag in har. 
Daftrine, as free of Superſtition, and as rational in 
her Worſnip, and as tree, if not freer of Tyranny 
in her Government, as ſhe was at thoſe very Times, 
in which theſe Men commend her © much? When 
then Men venture upon a Management 5 ill tap; 
ported, or at leaſt ſo thoughtleſs, as a Separation 
— a Church of ſuch a Character, may it nat ap- 
very rational to enquire into the Springs of 6 bens 
| bad ” ; Cours 3 And tha was the fend Thing bar 


5 Of the aft] Shrings of an « pnlenfil Sherk: 

t 1 » Unlawful Spray Nes its Riſe from The firſt 

a i # Reſencraens of pertonal Iris, . Phe human Na feet 

or — is ſo delicate and vain in ſome, that 7750 hag . 

ke 8 ther bring in Religion, a 8 4 Cover to th err, Re, 

n, fentreng, for ſuppoſed Lyyurigs. offered chem , than | = 
us = that their imaginary Honour «ſhould. fer in the SONS 
VN alt; Thus, 89 over 75. ate * commit nch 1 
7 1 „ 


/ 


— 


12+ 


| ( ; 
# mich greater; ; and to make their own Character 


* 


| Mellini- 


: = in a 5 Light, they paint their Adverſaries, 


o* eve ay preferable to themſelves,” in the 
moſt ont kt and odious Colours, and then retend 
to a more than ordinary Purity and Strictneſs in re- 
ligious Matters. This was the Occaſion of the 
Schiſm of the Donatiſts in Africk, they could not 


__ charge-the African Churches vs any Thing wrong 
in the Faith, the whole of it ſprang from a Hatred, i 


Which Lilla a rich and factious Woman had con- 
ceived againſt Ciciſianus Biſhop of Caribage, who by 
her Means being removed, and Majoranus- put in 
her Place, none were reckoned of the true Church, 

but ſuch as came over to her Party: And after this 
Separation of theirs from the Orthodox, they would 


tanus Lib. admit none to Communion with them, but ſuch as 


conſented to bo re. baptized, and went into all the 
Concerts of their Party. It is not uncommon then, 


for ſome to make Religion the Pretence of their | 
Actions, when they are only puſht on by Pique and 
Reſentment; and when the nee "Syn w TA 


their Conduct 18, 


Ni by 1 N me impune lachte. a W 


Fund Zea This very bad Courſe, may likewiſe ariſe from a 
Gor ſecond blind and ill-govern'd Zeal. - Nothing can have a 


ring of 
Separation, 


— 


more happy Influence upon a religious Behaviour, 
than a pious Zeal, governed by the Spirit of God; 


1 and directed by true Reaſon and Burian nor can 


any Thing be more miſchievous and unhappy, than 
that, which wants theſe faithful Guides, 40 'A- 


© poſtle Paul, Rom. x: 2. ' condemns the Zeal of his 
| | Countrytnen'; be 


be cauſe, tho? it regarded God as i its 
Object, yet it was not ſupported b Knowledge. It 


Was a warm and eager Turn of Spirit they had about 


Things, in which Religion, when truly underſtood, 


Was lrele a ae They miſtook thoſe ſacred 


l 1 0 FRO 


SAS LS 


Pope. They 


83 
7 Soap they nad among their Hands, and put a 
:nfe upon them which was never deſigned; and, 


b their falſe Gloſſes, juſtified themſelves in their 


ious and reſtleſs Conduct. Thus the Anabaptiſts 


F Germany, under different Leaders, but principally : 
nder the Conduct of Thomas Muncer, gave Way to 
their pretended religious Zeal, in making all Things 


common, in refuſing Obedience to Magiſtrates, and 
in levelling the greateſt with the meaneſt. They- _ 
condemned. other Reformers, and faid; That L- 


tber lopped, but rooted not out Antichriſt and that 


Luuber's literal and carnal Goſpel was worſe than the 5 % com. 
gave out, that they walked by the Lib. v. v. 


Rule of the new Creature, and after they had got a 
mighty Following, and had committed a-thouſand 
Villanies and Barbarities, they came to a pitched 
—_ with ſome of the German Princes, Muncer gi- 

out, that he was the Sword of the Lord, and 


| Gi on, againſt the New Teſtament Task-maſters: 


But his Sword was nor able to defend him, and his 


Arm being one of Fleſh, ſupported by blind Fury, 


could not deliver him. His Followers were entire- 
ly defeat, and their Leader ended his Days by an 

ignominious Death, anno 1525. After them, many 
other Seducers aroſe, but chiefly Jobn of Leden, a 


rſt, anno 1333. at laſt committed the moſt attro- 


lygamy, Cruelty and Tyranny. Mathias com- 
anded all Books, except the Bible, to be burnt. 
Jobn, with the Conſent of his Prophers and Coun- 
ſellors, is müde a-riew a gorgeous King, wallows in 
F _ and ve egy ends to erect a new fpirituaF King 
om forth 28 Apoſtles to convert the 
World: Bat at This _ -of dae, this re 


Taylor, Mathias his Prophet, and Knipper Doling his Rurberfort's | 
Counſellor, who being led on by a religious F ury at = 


cious Crimes and Immoralities, ſuch as Murder, PO. 


Intereft 2 ©" Sckifm may alſo ariſe from an, ingrdinate Love of 


third 8 pring wor” 2 


=; lend Jeb of Tode. 1e Day 5 had a peel 


Spwagion | 


4 
: gere Was of! to. nothing, the blſp! vr th 
ex periſhed ; and after Torts and Deaths Fob hn 
a ene Dog yercbung in an tron-Cage, in tha 


zdra. =) What wo res Fg 
Irs are Mea cable when under the Conduct 
ade ignorant Paſſion. aer 


rene © 1h regugut.. 


reſt. . Bengt, ays the Apoſtle, has for- 
auing. loved this ee . ANG = 
. 4 a g ſes, a a 
i Dera * e heave "i Ne 
ays he, 4s 
95 end ee y + & they alfa rehſt the Trulb. Gain 
10 ſuch M in 99h. ertai wy teems to; be. ;Godlinek, 
and that F it which brings in moſt, brad 
E FE x — _ Pref: uber and paſs for the mo 
Many of 05 | ſts. mo | 


3 Doctrine of his making all Things 
' common, * ipailing the Rich, and of | increaſing fr 
the Incomes Fl the Fahre This made the Lan Iz 
1 5 of their Pro cs app in a fre ht, BR 
a Pals for Religion. 
ei ſacra {ant quontunm marie, pole gin, 
„ Peſicdes th um may griſe from Amhition, 
{16 e Deſire, of  heing at the Head O1 
There is ſomewbat alpiring, in the Tem- 
moſt Men ; i and to lead 4 Party, as the prin- 
ring, w Moves all the Wheels of. 0 
Jas 1 an iraſiſſiple 


9. 19. . 
unto the Gee but Je Ne who: lavgth to dh 
4 * anne wut. 6. nel. Wherefore if 


2 Lene 7 


1 
DO 
i 


tl 


{ bis RA which be th, Wat 


dp , Lb 0 


25 f "0 int us With malicious Wards + Au not cove 
\ tha 51 rewith, neither doth Bt u fee de Bye 
900 4nd fortiddeth them that twould, and * rh 7 


7 65 a 2 This Primitive Pittet 
, 9 Pic Ale dee ſly covered over with 4 1 
been well copied by rany =_ 


7 01 ME | pits Fries che Reformition, Amb 15265 

For- Havi Geof! e, by Trade à Painter, and the 4 

| he Bot a Qu wet | 9 gan to vent ld Hereſies, 

who Ri & 725 ſays he Was ' cothiÞoRd* : and Platte Spirimal 
lead | 8 1 ef Wan L. barefooted Friar „ 
With vent, "He taught that, fie was f be are 

wbres Wi 5 5 12 of the 8 Spielt; that he Vas f. eur to Ye 

Gin tore the Hulſe of fact, not by Death, But k F 

nels, race; tht the Law , was abolithed ; that, Faith 

rafit; Baniſheth away all lde froth i hodity Nakedvies, 
molt ith" many © other fr and blaſphemous Articles; 

Who he” aſſured" Followers he W 0 d tie from *t the 

uliar ad 8 Tod 80 Wonders to 1 He Was Ire 

ings {cd eraggted eat of. his Grave "after 'his De 

fing end his © ooks Bürnt, Bit he fert behind him the 
ting 1 N. 1¹⁸ BA 1 n tower Geht and Tan, 


ght, fee Pts 80 Wolder then, If folie Nen dave e 
A av klo, beſpat the Neputa- 12 


0. | en of 85 f ever every one but themſelves, arid 55 y high Pie 
nion, to a religious Serietneß, labour o wi upthe; 
3 of of Leere 0 fr. e and t 0 pas for To, | 
Prin- Gol TS 44 unbver me 
BY 90 | pa 1 uf W. 7er Ballen arena. 


e Abd d bc an un yu Se ration may flow from © 
0 { ; | 6 "ih" en Own Way. Wang Sp f 
55 Ile ga e f ſtänding as iffgekible gn Geh 

? k 2 ſt che Force of 'the Rrorgelt Arte. eee 
i can dec "I: your mould Rot Separation, = 


come, 35 DN | have 


7 


16 

0 much as one good one to ſuꝑport them, in 
E wrong  Courle. Henry Nj colas, born in Am. 
flerdam, who ſpread his Errors a little after David 


1 


Beginning he Was auſtere and rigid, \ faſted Days and 


ights, and pray'd and praiſec and ſpread his Erron 
HON Fla and a Jour 8858 and at la 


2 irreclaimable than Jaſer 5 | Beckman, the En- 
thuſiaſts, Ranters and fifth Monarchy-Men in Grom- 
well a Time? ? They ſtill p Paeade themſclyes in 
deln vain F ancies t dat PEI were right, .and 1 no Ar- 
gument coul move them; they 5 
or e oo not ſee the Forc 7 f V. Thing | 
their Way. The Revexenc Nr. e 7 Hef 
has well obſeryed. i in one of Bis 855 ons, that no 
Pron 


. jer, 1 9 


e This makes.” em impatier 
and Tap for Dictators, and by 4 Sffuck and Ob- 
ith, a Reſolution as ſtrong as Death, they 
| relolye ro ſtand peremptorly to their Miſtiker ahd 
Wrong Steps, with a Deſign never to be convinced ; 


tat Credit and 8 tation Ho have Among 1 eir 
1 . \Votaries : 


TE 


George, about the Year 1556, was a remarkable 
ce of this, He was an ignorant fogliſh Man, 
Hypocrite, and had a ſort/ of | deceiving 1 
3 1 in his ſmooth Eloquence c of Love. At the 


dne over to Knglayd, / His be Y 

Se © Dead Fins Lark” wk 
myſtical; and he y the 
learnedeſt Men FF in, JE « fall 


1 Wen on fi Da wn. Way ay. re tir A 


1 1 could ,; Hot; 


5 7D. Un- | 


- becauſe owning & themſelves i in the wrong \ would leſſen 


87.5 
Votaries; a if they loſe this, they loſe their great 
I 995 1 e Epbofians, by which they make their 
x nd if once they have got great Numbers to 
eve them implicitely, they have no great need of 
Areas: n 9 0 gan ſay, and tis done. 
We tat £4, nt voluntas. oh 


x = 10 ge 0 ſw allow down 1 55 


is Con 


N 


ain; ing, that the Te v would put ſome of them to 3 
fo . nth 29 they, did God good Service. The Jew 
it no theme ves murdered the Son of God through 7 
rong A and a falſe Perſwaſion of Min d. And the 
for Apoltle Paul fays; N, xxvi. 9. That he verily thought 
Un- with Hine, oe: Fe cighs to de mam Things contrary 
enty e, Name of 7e us of Nazereth.. Th: itn then, 
er, if that Nen pie be 
Ain towing : an Efron, pas Güde; ane 5 it concerns us 
uke, much 5 conſider W at Opinigns » w > 
Ob- aer; to 8 Taft 'we  liffer ourſelves. to be 
hu y with % an u bee Prejudice, With-, 


Ly Fo > 

'ahd wy e 1 Une Fan ti fi of Things. It Pride,” 

ed : Imo ur, 1 1 85 in b reſt influence our ce. 
jence, in Pro} 545 to the Volunt ae our: 


en SETS pe 
yi Miſtake x will t X the Se of our if Ein "ry "Farr 
ies j a | * is : 44. 3 410. 2 7 4171 Error 


2 


— 


"guilty of the g eatelt Sins ins in fol. 1 


embrace 1 in or- IKE 


Much to be ſuſpetted; d, which are fiot accor 


95 on Perſon is ready to run into 


C1. 
Etter is invinicible, it becornes by fir the more pat. 
. d6trable ; bar ff it it occaſioric by oor own groß 
"Fault and Neglest, whatever we do conttary to the 
Law of God and our Duty, by virtue of that falſe Þ 
Perſwaſion; Will involve us itt ar, before God, 
Aithſtanding we did it accb Avi) « the Didtatalh 
6f Gur 3 ; ; Arid all Prerdfices to this arc 7 
with Modeſty and Humility, = 4 Readineß of. 
Mind fo be better informed. A preud and con- m 
a ſtakes, and be- m 
full of himſelf, be un all theſe F by H 
ehen Wifdor and better Ififorrhation ſhoald enter. 
i then thefe Things 1 have now ru over, are e tel 
l Springs from which Schifiti commonly flows 
not a deliberate weighing of them be x Mean 
19 flbp that forward Inelination People have to 1 


ne Colitſes ? eſpeclally if they 1 the 


Dividin 


that theſe who run into it are guilty "of renting” and 


5, with. ons another, Leg . 8 8 


of the ſad Conſaquences 7 $-bifm. 
One fad Effect and Conſequence” ' of - Schifin . 


dividing the Body of Chriſt, his C witch 8 K 
has purchaſed with his own Blood, all the Mem 
Bets of which ought to live in ye tn AK. and Ha 


* 
of 
6 
1 
it 
Effects of Schiſm and Separation. 11 
E. 
fl 
N 
E 
t 
( 
[ 
1 

| 


"Commiutiion with 
1 T 5 75 wh 


let of his prea was pe ien 10 a 1 4 
eo hin ping and to bring thein to Le 
f . 


-— 


be ant 
Aber a0ere one. Howe dipleating _— 
5 — be 40 him, who was the Prince of 
s are Peace, and at whoſe Birth the heavenly Hoſt ſung 
Fe, on Earth, and Saad und to Men? The Apoitic 
5 Pau dolribes that Unity that ſhould take Place a- 
mong the Members of Chriſt in the ſtrongeſt and 
Z moſt beautiful Manner, and ſhews what Kind of 
s by Humour uſually breaks this Harmony, Rom. xii, 
nter. 3, 4, 5. Fur J ſay, thraugh the Grace of God gives 
the azo ane, ta ouey Mn that is among you, not to think 
ds, of bimſelf mate highly than he ought to think, but to 
fican idunt ſoberly, actunding as Cad has dealt to every Mas 
5 di- If abe Freportian of Faich. For we have many Members © 
930 in ane Hach, and. alt the Members have not the ſame Of- 
fr. So we being many. are ane Body, and every ane of u 


Adambers one of another. Now, if a Hand or a Foot 
n ſhould ſay, I am not of the Body, unleſs it be under 
is, my Rule and Government; does not ſuch a Mem- 
3 its Sphere? And does it not break 
chat due Subordinatiqn which makes up the Beauty 
of the Body, when its Members are . — linked 
together? Therefore the ſame Apoſtle — 1 Cor. 
t Kii. 24, 25. God bath . tempered the Boch to together, 
err nice eee Honour to that Part _ 
Tear :thire ſhould be no Schiſin in the Body, but 
1 hou be = one Care ans M ano- 
ther ow, they who are. guilty o rending and di- 
viding this Union and Cement of the Body, act in 
po nr to Scripture and jingand; unle ſome of 
Members are in a mortifying and inf Con- 
dition; in that Caſe indeed —_ 
Enſe * ne pars fncera-trabatur. | 
| C.2 Schiſm 


| B 
Sediſm, orunlpl Separation ; gal werpready 


A Neglect to divert thoſe who are given to it; from mii 


of the main 


Things of the more neceſſary and eſſential Parts of Religion 


Religion, a 
ſecond Con: 


They end ſo much of their Heut in minding leſß 


ſequence of Things" 322 Mint,  Anife ant Gummin] that 
ae. they are ready 2 the' totightier Matters f :tht 


ky 


Late, Faith, * „ and Judgment, and the Love Hf 
God. And ſo much are they taken up in minding 


. Things doubtful and uncertain ;"'or ſo concerned a- 


bout Things, which, whether true or falſe, are but 
little, when compared with thoſe great Matters in 
Religion, which ought to imploy the moſt af our 


Time and Strength, that the Practice of Religion 


zs almoſt vichy b neglected by them. And no Won. 


der; for when Men are ſo much taken up in ſpying 
out,; and cenſuring the Errors and*Mai! 
of Others, t they ſeldom think of curing: theſe\. Luſts 


and: Paſſions which viſibly - reign + 0 thentlelves: 


Thus deluded Men do not rememher, that the 
greareſt of all Errors is a wicked Life, becauſe! this 
x fo directly and fundamentally oppoſite to tlie hap- 


py Deſign of che Chriſtian Faith and Religion. Be- 
cles, is it not highly probable, that many Fault of 
our Underſtanding, when we are willing toi ſee 


Things better and cannot, will be mbre cafily for- 
given, than one deliberate F ault of our Wil?” Arid 


yet, Separation founded upon Cauſes, or none; 


makes Men-implacably. bitter againſt all who. differ 


from them, tho otherwiſe good Men; when they 


will hug and careſs others, who have little to/recom 
mend them, but their warm eſpouſing of their be- 
loved and diſtinguiſſung Points. This Conduct 
might paſs, could the following Maxim be juſtified 


as cafily in Matters of Religion, as in theſe of War. 
Fa N an duirtus * in 50 requiral? 4 
FH _ om: 


Ro 


7 058 
hi 


ET, RH LARATIORTWENTGOD RARE SAE FSS. Ca 


check a ans of Uncharitableneſs and Contention, 


) 


( 
Another bad Effect af "RE ET IO is this, That 


thoſe who ſeparate are very apt to interpret their, Taking 


Zeal for Re 


great Zeal againſt Others, very great Piety in them«ligion,*s 


ſelves,” if not as much as is neceflary to. qualify them (i'd bad 


fot: the Favour ' of Heaven, and to imagine, that quence of 


they are»excceding good, and doing remarkable Sep AG. 
Service to Religion, - becauſe they make a great Stir 
in maintaining its Outworks, and yet for all that 


tis ready to ſtarve within. 'T his was the Caſe of the 


Parks, and of fome Independents in Old and New 


Englund; they imagined, they needed no more to 


give them the Name of good | Chriſtians, but to be 
of. ſuch à Party, and be liſted under the Banners of 


ſuch a Set of Men, whom they always took for 


to be the honeſteſt Men in the World. 
The Followers of Henry Nicolas, of Mr. Cotton and 
Wheekbright, thought they were the only Go 


men upon Earth, and that in following _—_ chey ro hi ores: 


were ſure of Salvation; and yet theſe very Men were 


uently happens, that many think themſelves. fure 
eaven, not by the old Way of Faith, Repen- 
tance, and new Obedience, but by the more cloſe 


= of many groſs Errors and Faults.” Thus it 


and cunning Way of carrying over their Vices ta 


another Party; and having done this, they think 
themſelves in a ſafe Condition, as if a News would 


admit a Man to Heaven; or, as if an Order of 


Men had this fantaſtical Privilege belonging to them, 
chat a wicked Man might be ſaved, becauſe he be- 


longs to them; and yet how common is it among 


thb Violent of all Parties, to think all- who differ 
from them in a State of Damnation, and themſelves. 


in the ſure and certain Way that leads to Heaven; 
for no other Reaſon perhaps, but becauſe they have 
engaged blindly in a Party? And therefore we "hould 


of 


* 


Rut her. 


* 
deg nodes 
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K ee ee eee War and Cam 
"> -. , tention: For, rages Lao. 9 


ON, A _ 
2 obtain 


2 males em hate inftead cf 
And take all Oecaßon to dunmhle and triumph over || fix 
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But then, Schiſm and diviſiwe' Courſes hart this 
der bad Effect attending them, that they almoſt entire 

— bumchaly Love and Affection, which 
— an Intereſt 
in che fame Saviour. This Temper is qtrongly re- 
commended by the Apoſtle, 25a Conſequence bf our 
being under one and the ſame Head, Row. x. 12. 
De kindiy — apex urathrr, with Brotberly 
Love in Hononr :: one wefore undther. In- 
ſtead of this, Diviſion and Separation fours Mens 
Tempers, fill them with-:aemmonious Humans, 
and gives them ſuch an Edge upon their Spirits, 
— Brother, 


lun, -oiftead-of preferring him in Ianour. Unffead to 
of praftiſing that Chariy thar-Juffercth long and is | to 
kind, that beheueth all Things, und thapeth all ſſhingu, C 
Separation — —— that Pique and Re- 
ſentment, which begets Difctam.and Contempt, and 
makes em refuſe to hold Communion xith one 
another in thoſe Things which: are indiſputable, and 
—— the proper Badge and Lavery of Chri- 
| ' Hlenee they contraclict one of the plaineſt 
ts of our Saviour, namely, ef loving one ano- 
ereby, fays he \ ſhall ull Aden nt: ut ye are 
. F ye dove one anotber; nay, he commands 
even to dove their Enemies, after the 
f his divine Temper; is it not then a 


to thoſe, who are the ſame in Things an 


which Wonſtitte a wal Chriſtian, When among. ſoy 
chem, Pans ger rn f 1 


- 


% 


( 


) | 
Beſider this, Schifin gives Men fich Tuner 


gs, Mind, as 1s the quite Reverks of the Spirit of the 
ON» Goſpel; this we are commanded to put off all 

| Wrath, Malice, Ent and Evil rt 
Cb! . g. But can this be practiſed in the of 


* — 


Parties lay hold on every Occafion to beſpatter and 


his Management, will not this be improven againft 
him in che moſt fly and artful Manner, an per- 
1 be heighten d eyond Bounds, that they may 


e Ur Brother in another quite as black and 

"as they would have their own appear fair ? 
Is ir not common for ſuch Men not to ſtand much 
at ftraining a Point, if by this Means they reach a 


fix thoſe Faults upon them which never entered in- 
to their Thoughts, and this in a direct Contradiction 


Col. ii. 9. Lie not one to another, ſeeing ye have 


Return of the ſame bad Treatment: For reli ous 
irrels are much like Family Contentions, in 
ch tho” the Ground of the Outcaſt begun on one 

$i 3 to ſtrike in 

aud take. a Share of the 
bartels being continued by the violent Skirmiſhes 


Rligian, if they 
uy ipal. when - they obſerve Frofefſors Heat? 
land \ t about theſe Thi! 
ehe but Tock upon as Tas and * 2 8 


— — 5 OE P — —— LE, 5 E 36345 & 
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Diviſion and Separation? In this Caſe, do not all 


throw. Diet on the Character of their Adverſary? in | 
And if he is guilty of the leaſt Slip or Overſight in 


elves in a fair and amiable Light, and 


Blow, at hoſe from whom they differ; nay boldly to 


o chat Goſpel they ſeem to contend for ſo warmly ? | 


Put 
off the old Man with bis Deeds. And then theſe uryuft 
cculations produce Reſentment, and probably a 


and then theſe 


both Sides, give Byſtanders a low Opinion of Sei | 
are not ready to turn Scepticks ng des 


eli: 
5 which 1 5 
Hrs 37 _ 5 | 


— — — + 
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when a, are cool about Matters confeſſedly of 


a Moment. Thus, e N Hoa 
Ma manent civi 115 abies 1 g . 00> 
Lach, Another ſad Effect of ER} Courſes 


8, that theſe inteſtine. Diſcords and Contentiom, 
Diviton threaten and frequently: bring about the Ruin, of 
and Separz: that Society, which is thus diyided with Itſelf. 


4 


e eee 1 t has always been a fetled Maxim among x ie. 0 7 
— Folititians, firſt to divide their Enemies, and 
0 ruin them. The Pepſan King could not ha 
| ruined the. Grecian States, had he not fit ri nk 
1 their Confederacy, and by the Influence of his Mok 
made them Enemies to one another; nor could, the 
Jets have been fo eaſily ſubdued by Titus V. 72 55 
had they not divided into three different Fachions, 
and, by unhear'd of Cruelties, committed greater 
Barbaritics and Havock among themſelves, th 15 
common Enemy could or would have had the. 
to have done 3 and tho? this Game 127 Pes ply' | 
_ over and over again, yet a learn 
. Wiſdom, but by ſome unaccounta le Farality — 0 
into the Snare that is laid for them, ſo — 
with a ſpeciouz Shew ; and provided it gratify their 
Ambition, Pride and Revenge, will blindly play 
0 pat. Game, which their worſt Enemies could. x not 
without their Own Help. It has been 
= Brache of the vill 0 59 ſacrifice. th ei Re. 
tments to the. Publick ow. ſenſe] cls and 
oaliſh then muſt the 725 5 of thoſe 55 ho | 
dtther thro? Weakneſs, or Wi 7 55 BY, All 
1 Engines, and 1 uY theſe Welk, Nin 
SEE which raiſe otions and Animoſitia 
JaG + eb oth Danger. ot Fables Coo? Wa] 
'* +» this upon Pretences abunda N flight, when mar- 
rowly examined? Does not our bleſſed Saviour teach 


Ed 
E 
* v 


u a quite differnt 2 ben he ts Os 
** l 


5 270; 


E 


r1 
In 
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( ) 
that a Kingdom divided apap itſelf cannot Band, and 


that a Houſe, or F amily, divided is brougbt to De- 
ſelatiqn, Matth. xii. 25. And how warmly does the 


tle guard the Galatians, againſt the ſad Effects 
of indir] Contentions, Gal. v. 1 5. But if ye bite 


and devour one another, tale heed that ye be not con- 


famed one of another. 
En quo di diſeardia cives adn per a 
erh, I have explained the Nature of Schiſm, 
ointed out the ul Springs from whence it flows, 
d obſerved its fad and lamentable Effects, which, 


1 duly conſidered, might be a Check upon Peoples 


ndneſs for Diviſion and Separatiorr, | which leads 


dee condidet theſe ENCES, which are : offered > 0 8 ; 


of. the Weakneſs of. theſes ; which are 
-i10ffered: to: fupport Separation. 


4 Theſe Pretences were printed by four Reverend 


thren, in 2 fall Thing, which. they call their 
Re, ſons of Section. u. Tis conceived n general Terms, 
and füll of big a Jo and high ſounding Expreſſions, 
Which; when 5 examined, dwimdle into little 
dr. nothing Much like a Bladder,” which contract 
into narrow Bound, if once the Wind 
Theſe Reaſons "have been ſufficiently” an el i i 
mite Pieces tha in one without a Re ply ; : and y 
fe Beelen "as if they went upon nee 
Argumen „Es of in chai ald Courſe ; and to raiſe 
Herr” nn ee ation, to blacken and defame their 
Mather Chart, and to attach their Party the more 
Ae to them, and to acquire new Proſelytes, have 
a, Tefhimony, which is in ſeveral OM un. 
Ser, "Ta a and e 
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The Teſtimony 4s uncharitable.' 


Firſt Becauſe their Teſtimony is given to I hings 
rhich-are not conteſted, act th 5 the Doctrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and! Government of this Church, 
which are not denied, much leſs renounced by any 
| of its Members. The plain Deſign of One's giving 
* a Teſtimony, is to declare his 3 =6 4 and 
Perſuaſion of Truths hich, are conteſted by others: 
And the very Name of a Teſtimony : intimates to 
a Te: the. N at that if they —— prove their Mother- 
imony un: 
Sharitable, Church $0 bo AE. Things, to 
eee, hich, they, lh, the'l 
| what is not FENOUNCE all in a moſt mali- 


ol 


fwer no End, but to give bad Im m of all 
who differ from them, as going off Pers the fun- 
damental Principles of our Sade „than which 
nothi can be more injuriqus 2 fall ſe? Qur 
1 ep N Dajy..3 is as ſound in her Princi ples, 
as 3 as juſt in her 1 40 
ment, 34 ah 17 1 Ein wg Diſcipline, themſelycs 
Witneß, as ever. She has given, up with none 

of her covenanted Reformation-Principles'; and ha 
PY e for bets Fol her Members. were as holy 
Fuck an d Pedale 6. 1 0 . Lade Fo 
| an ion. Tis poſſible indeed, that 
| hy: heſe Brethren * wy ok upon ſome Things, of their 


own, Concep Fed P Hp, of the Church of 
; Scotland: Fro it no Crime in her 
wa & Chill re pi e jos jo er 


ther. But ſhe All adler to our Confeſhon of Faith 
and Catechiſms, to her ancient Diſcipline, her Wor- 
ſhip and Government, by Aſinbliess Synods, Preſ- 
byteries and Kirk-Seſlions; and ſince ſhe ip 


ſe 


profelſes chi before the World, to what 


cious and uncharitable buen, wech can an- 
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6.9, } 
thoſe Gentlemens Teſtimony? It cannot be of Uſe. 
to the Church, ſince theſe Things ſtand upon a ber- 
ter F oundation than their Teſtimony And it can-' 
not. convince our Enemies, ſince | they muſt have 
ſomething elſe to convince them than a bare Tefti- 
mony. - Tis indeed excellently calculate to perplex 
the Minds of poor ſimple People, to fill their Minds 


with Scruples, and to mar their Edification by their 


own Miniſters, but can ſerve no poſſible good End; 
and conſequently, is a very unchriſtian and unchari 
1 Office done both to Paſtors and People. 


Their Teſtimony is uncharitable and . be- 


| ble, 
cauſe, i in running over Two of the maddeſt and moſt chain 2 
unreaſonable Reigns we ever had, they endeayour to miſfepreftnis 


pious and 


blacken the Character of ſome worthy Paſtors who goed Men. 


lived 99 CB! Time, in a very unfair Manner, and 


ct OA to throw the Guilt of the Iniquity and 
l of that Period upon the Church of Scot- 


The uncharitable and unfair Light, in which 
1757 repreſent the indulged Miniſters, we have P 


37. Teſt. there they tell us, The Indul gences had 7 


« their Riſe, Conveyance and Subſiſtence. from the 
cc blaſp hemous Suprema qver the Houſe of God, 

0 __ that the miniſterial Power and Authority for 
the Government of the Church, which the Lord 
„ Jeſus Chriſt, the alone Head and Law-giver 


< thereof, has conveyed to Church-Officers, as the. 


10 proper Subject and Receptacle thereof, (Math. 
% xvi. 19. Chap. xviii. 18, 20. 2 Cor. x. 8, II.) 


is, by the Act of Supremacy, moſt impiouſly and 

« facrilegiouſly transferred upon the King and hie 

60 Succeſſors, as an inherent Right of the Crown. ? 
Now, granting all this to be true, In what is it te 
| their Kin Miniſters are blamed ? Did they transfer 


their Miniſtry, and the ſeveral Parts of it, upon the 


N 9 2 : | Magi- 
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Magiſtrate? Or did they acknowledge the Juſtice 


of the Magiſtrate's aſſuming, a Power, which did 
not belong to him? So far from this, that Mr. 
Hutchiſon, in Name of the Indulged and Non-in- 
dulged, when they were called before the Council, 
addreſſed himſelf to my Lord Chancellor: And at- 
ter he had ſpoke ſomewhat relative to the Act of 
Fining, added, That their Lordſhips would be plea- 
bed, not to burden them with Impoſitions in the 

Matter of their Miniſtry, wherein they were the 
Servants of Chriſt. Several others ſpoke to the fame 
Purpoſe: And then Mr. Hutchifon, in his own Name; 
al 36d in that of the reſt, gave a Teſtimo y, againſt 


ny 
* 


ele Rules and Reſtriftions that were preſeribed 
them, not only as to the Matter of them, but as to 
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the Power unduly impoſing them. Hop unchari- 

table and unfair the Repreſentation is, which the 
Brethren give of theſe worthy Men, who ſtood firm 
to their Principles, againſt the Violence of Perſecu- 
tion, not only N from what has been advanced, 
but from the Manner of their accepting of the In- 
dulgence at firſt. They did not receive their Mi- 
niſtry. by Means of the Indulgence, for they were 
made Miniſters before that had a Being; and when 


they accepted of the Benefit of it, they returned to req 


thoſe Charges, oyer which they were formerly made 
Overſeers, in the Way of Chriſt's Appointment ; 
and theſe who, dee not to their own Charges, 
were invited to take the Overſight of other Charges 
by the People, and admitted in the regular Way, 
the? the Appointment of the Council and the Con- 
ſent of the Patron went along with it. The Bre- 
thren have poſſibly been miſtaken,” when they aſſert 
the contrary : But if they'll be pleaſed tg read the Re. 
dero, and Examination of the Hiſtory of the Indut- 
gence, they'll fre this Matter fet in à clear _ 


de 


ind may retract whda ty a TH advanced, 5 may 


d Ppoffibly own, how much they have been in the wrong I 
r. o the Memory of a Number of Men, who were a 
n- very Way their Equals, at leaſt, and who have - : 
il, None as great Service to the Intereſt of Religion, as - 
if. ever they will be capable of doing. | 
of But this is not all: In the moſt uncharitable 155 ä | 
a- Mer, they endeavour to faſten the Guilt of a moſt | . 
he ; 


mjuſt and murdering Government upon the Church , Peine 
f Scotland. Having gone thro? that black Period, my 

In. their” own Way, which they could not make 1 
1e, black enough, they ſay, Thus in our Skirts is found is un. 
aſt [+ the Blood of the 5: ny who ſuffered duri this. 


ed “ diſmal Period; and if rhe ordinaryCourſe of c charge Gui þ 
to Providence is conſidered, all Ranks in Scotland have 1 I, 


other- 


e 


i. Reaſon to fear, that a Land defiled with Perjury Church, up N 
the . and Blood, muſt be iſhed by Blood; eſpecially, mat are | 4 


em when theſe hainous miflations have never been incernin. 
cu- “ duly nor ſeriouſiy conſidertd, nor mourned over, 

Lev. xvi. 2.5. 2 Kings xxiv. 3, 4.“ Now, as this 
Concluſion, which theſe Brethren draw from their 
Account of TING, from anno 1650 to 1688, ſeems 


ere ſſo be entirely wide of the Premiſſes, and as malici- 

1en ſous and uncharitable, as it can well bez fo it will 

| to require a vaſt deal of Charity, to believe, that they 

ade could ſee this Blood in the Skirts of the Church of : 

nt; Scotland's Garments. There are only two reaſonable | 
58s, | 


Ways we can ſuppoſe they could ſee it; either = 


ges their ſeeing that the Church had a Hand in 
ay, ding that Blood, or by ſeeing, that ſhe approves of 
on- the Deeds of thoſe who ſhed it. The At they 
Ire- could not ſee, becauſe the preſent Church had wo. 


hen a Being z and our Forefathers were the ve 
Perſons who were perſecute, and whoſe Blood was 
ſhed : How then comes the Guilt of this to ly upon 
er? Did wo or does ſhe approve of the inhumane 
and 


+ 7 prone of the Deeds of che bad Men 0 
% 22 imes 


cher ſhould not aſſert ſo boldly, that theſe Sins have 
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of the unnatural and cruel Treatment they met with; 
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that they haye been mourned ove 
not the Authors of all theſe crying Crimes have con 
ſidered and mourned over their crying Abominati 
ons, cannot be ſo well determined; "Re in ChariWRy 
ty, we may ſuppoſe they have: And Poſterity ſeem 
to be aſhamed of their Ways, as all who call them Bur 
ſelves Presbyterians, univerſally condemn their 
duct. Theſe Texts the Reverend Brethren quote. 
make nothing for their Purpoſe, to fix the Guili | 
upon the Church of Scotland; becauſe they on! 
threaten , Judgments againſt cheſe who continue in 
their evil Ways; or theſe who, by treading in thei 
Steps of their Forefathers, homologate their ſinfulſÞ« 3 
Practice: But neither theſe, nor any other Texts of. | 
_ Scripture, will prove, that the Puniſhment of a guilj$« r 


* 
* 


* ) 
ch ey Society will fall upon 12 Heads of the Innocent, 


th; Fhighly uncharitable, and an . Reproach thrown 


bor upon her: And yet 
n off Theſe Reverend Brethren | o on with their un- aunt 
5 ar charitable and groundleſs A ein R 


? Tranſgreſſions are multiplied, new Sins and Back- 
© flidings are added to our former Treſpaſſes and 


inning 40 Years in the Wilderneſs t IF Church, 


te a. height, in ſome particular Inſtances that 
* were not known, in former Times.“ It ſeems 
hen, theſe particular Inſtances of the Apoſt: of 
Dp ze and hainous Nature, than any known in for- 
barony Wh, tis ſo very big, might produce 
ome: ſhocking, and dreadful Monſter, 3 than 
TN ns Heads an” 


it let us examine their, own Account of the Mat- 
, and then we find a Mouſe ſtarting out, after our 


lag their own Account ſtands thus; if, « When 

the Parliament of Scotland met, after the Revolu- 
F cir they aboliſhed Prelacy, and eſtabliſhed Pres 
terian R and Diſcipline #? 


me ll ink there is nothing very . monſtrous here. 
adh, The firſt, General Aclembl, .of this Church, 


J after the Revolution, did fit down Amo 1690, 
xts of. under the Shadow of the above civil Eftabliſh- 


. { ment,” One would think it could be oo great 


Fault 


f Def ions.“ And after they have applied ral u 
hey fay, „And in following Counſels of Fleſh, 


and Blood, we. have. declined gra dually from 
5 him, until our Defection and A 1 come 


Church in the preſent Age, are of a more deep 
r Times. One wa 11d think, * this threatning 


with the Mountain in Labour, . In few 


rove is Charge then, upon their Mother-Church, is 


car the End, and N. 49. at the inning, they ritableneſs 
ell us,. ©. That inſtead of. af the Beginniks our a0 of the Teſti: 


5 1 
mon | ' 
Ys F | 


ſp) 
Fault to ſit down under an Eſtabliſhment, of 


, Which our glorious. Deliverer King William wa 


be Sovereign. 34h, Tho! many Omiſſions were 
fre oddly, regreted by Miniſters and others; yet 
« ir was ſtill alledged, that the Land was noway 


pe to return by ſolemn covenanting to the Lord, 


* and that it was not a proper Seaſon to be too 

icular in mentioning publick national Sins.” 

Sht there not be good Reaſon for ſaying ſo, 
b many Things prove abortiye by not. 


ns them right? 4b, As one Nin Fruit of| 


the Union, unneceffary, ſuperfluous and ſinful 
0 were impoſed? The Brethren may look 
upon Oaths as ſinful when they are not; and if 
ay are not, the Magiſtrate may impoſe Oaths 
for neceſſary Ends. 7 5 In the Lear 1712, an 

* almoſt boundleſs Taleracbrt was granted'?” The 
Toleration was granted to thoſe of the 0 
. Communion, and thoſe. of the Preshyterian m- 


munion are tolerate in h „ 6thly, In the | 


„ ET. £7 


the pay took Place in the pureſt Tins of Pie 


Þytery. « 7th, Our moſt" conſiderable Coutts of 
- "Jaſtice | have a Vacation about the End of De. 
on cember.” Where is the wonderful Harm of this? 
This 1 SF, the Sum total, which makes u br 73: the he 

Charge of a Heaven-daring g Apoſtacy | 


from the Revolution to the Reign o King George 1. 


and yet in the whole Account, nothing is 8 

upon the Church, but that they fat down under the 
Shadow of King William's Kikhbriey' and that 
they alledged, that it was not ſeaſonable to return 
to the Lord by ſolemn covenunting, and to be too 


| W in acknowledging pablick 9 Sins. 
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I this an Apoſtacy greater than that of the Aſſem- 


bly at Perth Anno 1618. and ſome that followed, 


who helped to beat down the carved Work, and 


to rear up the Fabrick of Epiſcopacy? Are you 


not then vile SJanderers of your Mother and your 


Mother's Sons, When you can tell the World that 
ſhe's guilty of a higher Apoſtacy, than was known 


in former Times? But if you mean that the State 
was guilty of a greater Defection than was known 


in former Times, for five of your general Heads of 


Accufition were the Deed of the State; Are you 
not the moſt ungrateful and uncharitable Monſters, 
ſo much as to compare King William and Queen 
Ames Reigns, to the bloody and perſecuting Reigns 


of former Times, and much more to make em guil- | 


ty of a higher ere Apaſtacy than was Known 1 in 
former Ages? 


Another e of Unchariablenes (which i in- 


A fi | 
Inſtance of 


m- deed runs through the moſt Part of their. Teſtimony) 


we have in the ic Fad of P. 112. and in the Begin- — 
ning of P. 113. After they had told us ſeveral Par- 


ticulars, which they look upon as extraordinary De- 


and gn of Backſliding, they ſay, . For which we 


have juſt Ground to apprehend, that the Lord 


may purſue a Quarrel and Controverſy againſt 
« ſinful, Goſpel. deipiſing, and Covenant - breaking 


7 Scotland : Yea, inſtead of acknowledging the Sins 


and. Deſections of the preſent Times, theſe who 


have had an active Hand in them, continue ts 


« juſtify their Abominations; and, by the whole of 
their Conduct and Behaviour, declare, that they 
* only want an Opportunity y to re- act the fame 

Scene of Opprelion « and T5 Tyranny, and compleat 


turn e. what they had begun; and, in a great Meaſre, 


tdarried on, even to the Ruin of any Remains of 


* a cournanted among us.“ Here is 


L 


( 34 ) 
as kbkvy a Charge as can well be ag en 4 Church, 
that ſhe refuſes to acknowledge e Sins, and juſti- 
fies her Abominations. All the Sins that have been 


mentioned, as Cauſes of onus Faſting, even thoſe 


againſt our Maker, our Neighbour,” and ourſelves; 


_ the Wickedneſs and ares. of , Mens Lives, their 


lighting of a Saviour, and their Contempt of his 
glorious Goſpel, are not the Sins of the Times: But 


the Reverend Brethren give us a Roll of them from 
Page 106. to Page 112. That no due Care it 


taken in licenſing wy | Hook as Probationers 
for the Miniſtry. „The corrupt and 
undue Entry of many — 5 the holy Miniſtry. 


Fgzaly, The Conduct of the General Aſſemblies 


<« of the Church, which is not equal and im- 
4 e in Matters of Doctrine. 4thly, Afem- 
blies have paſt arbitrary Acts and Deciſions, 


- EE. 5thly; The Aſſembly 17 34 repealed che Act 1 732, 
e but did not condemn it as contrary to the Word 
e ed.“ Theſe are the Steps of Defection and 


5 2 condeſcended on by them; and tho' ſome 


See the 


$ynad BC Ok 
ot Perth 


them may a ee ps in ſome Reſpects be too true, 
yet the moſt of them are diſputeable; and all of them 
taken together, will not amount to à Defection 
greater than theſe of former Times. If we look to 
ſome Minuſcript- records, we ſhall find more corrupt 
and undue Entries, a Conduct leſs equal and impar:- 
tial, and more arbitrary Acts and Deciſions among 
the Proteſters, whom the Brethren commend ſo 
much, than have been in our Church ſince the Re- 


volution. It was nothing for them to make riding 


and5177/1%S- Committees from different Parts of the Country, 


and when they found A Man to their Mind, to en- 


ter · him on Trials, ſerve his Edict, and ſettle him 


in a Vacancy over the Belly of reclaiming Congre- 
n But e * Cauſes of Wrath the 


Brethren 


7 


neu 
Brethren condeſcend upon, cannot be looked upon as 
ſuch by a great many; nay, the grea 
they are very far from being the greateſt Sins of the 


| Times, and ſome of them to be no Fault at all; and 


yet the Brethren can aſſure, 67bly, ** That Profa- 
« nity, Impiety, and the vileſt Immoralities pol- 
« luting the Land, Idolatrous Pictures, and a 
„ repealing of the penal Statutes ' contrary to the 
Word of God, are all Conſequences of theſe 
“ Backſlidings they have mentioned.” By what 


Rule of Logick the Brethren'could draw this Con- 
ſequence, I cannot underſtand ; the Connection be- 
twixt the Premiſſes and the Concluſion lies fo out of 
Sight, that it would require ſomething of Inſpiration 


to perceive it. If we can believe the Brethren, hy 
4 8 FT | Red __ ? 
have this; for they can foretel future Events, and fo 


aſſure us, that the ruling Party of our Church only 
want an Opportunity to compleat.a Scene of Oppreſ- 


ſion and Tyranny, and even the Ruin of à cove- 


nanted Reformation among us. Is not this to en- 


croach upon the Province of the Almighty, who a- 
lone can ſearch the Heart, and foretel what the 
Hearts of Men will bring forth ? And if they can 
only make a ſhrewd Gueſs at Things, is it not the 
higheſt Breach of Charity to aſſert, that this will be 


the Event? Beſides, how can they in Juſtice aſſert, 


that we have only the Remains of a covenanted Re- 


formation? Have we not that very Doctrine, Wor- 


ſhip, Diſcipline and Government our Forefathers 
aimed to obtain with ſo much Sweat and Blood? 


And if theſe Things are the Shadow, where ſhall 


we find the Subſtance of our covenanted Reforma- 
tion? If it de among the Brethren and their Party, 


tis like à Caſtle in the Air, for no Man can fee it. 


Thus far J have in ſeveral Inſtances (as I might have 
done in many others) diſcovered the Uncharitable- 


teſt Part think 


na ſhew, that tis not only. uncharitable, but falſe. 
Oe the Falſbood of the Brethrens Te eftimony. 


| The firſt Inſtance of their Falſhood or, groſs Mi- 
Rakes I ſhall, offer, is what they advance. i im relation 

to King Willian's firſt Parliament, Teft. p. 49. They 
The firſt a tell us, That King Milliam s firſt Parliament a- 


the Tefti: 7. 


men's Fal; <<: Grievance to the Nation, and contrary to the In- 
Mood. 
<« that in the 2d Selſ. of the ſame Parliament, ano 


« ciplpe,was eſtabliſhed and ratified, according to 

« the civil Ratification and Eſtabliſhment given un- 
<<. to the Government of this Church, anno 1592.” 
By their retrograde Motion, they tell us, << The 
@ infamous A Reſciſpry, aan our covenanted 


<« above named Settlement, and that our ſolemn 
<< Oaths and Covenants are left buried under an A 


<« them,” ., Now this is a very unfair and falſe. Ac- 
count TT the good Things they did, axxo 1590. That 
Parliament not only aboliſhed Epiſcopacy.and e- 
vaurs of Prezbytery, ano 13813 this again 


ther, or his Regents, in Favours of the true reform- 


tifies the old "Confeſtox of Faith, and the National 
Covenant; ſo that this was not entirely dropt, tho” it 


was fully as good, for, they ratified the J#eſtminſter 
Caſes of Faith; tee, That — 


6 
neſs of che Reverend Brethren's Teſtimony, 1 ſhall N 


Inftance of 6 boliſhed  Prelacy, às a great and inſupportable 
66 clination of the Generality of the People: And 


99 690. Presbyterian Church- Government and Diſ- 


Reformation was razed, is left untouched in the 


e fiery and other Acts and Deeds ſubverſive of 


ſabliſhed Presbytery, upon the Model of the Act 
1592; which Act confirms. all that was 7 in Fa- 


confirms, all Acts, made either by the King's Mo- 
ed Religion in this Land; and the, Act, 168 T. ra- 


was not renewed by Parl. 1690. But they did what 


S S 8 
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all . be admitted, nor continued a Miniſter in this 
ſc. “ Church, vale they firſt ſwear and ſubſcribe the 


<<. Confeſſion of Faith; as the Confeſſion of their Faith; 
and likewiſe, that they own Presbyterian Govern- 
li. I ment, as now ſettled, to be the only Government 
on I of this Church; and that they will ſubmit. theres 
ey to, ang never endeavour its Prejudice; and that 
a- „4 they will maintain Uniformity' of Worſhip and 
ble. Ordinances. Now this was as good as 


renewing, N 
In- tho Covenant, ſince it anſwered all the Ends and De- 
nd ſigns that could be brought about, by renewing of 
22 N the Artigles of our holy Religion are more 


l/ and glearly expreſſed i in the New, than in the 


and Goyernment, is firmly ſettled to us. This Parlia- 
ment is likewiſe wronged, when the Brethren ſay, 


after they had reſcinded ſeveral Ats of King Janes 
VI. and Charles II. they add, And all other Acts, 
< in ſo far as they are contrary to, or inconſiſtent with „ 


« Government, ſettled in the Hand of Presbyterian 


Ac- “ Miniſters, outed for Non-conformity ſince the firſt 


bat 0 Jamey 1661,” From this, I hope, it a 


PPears, 
1 <- that the A Reſciſſry is not left untouched ; by this 


Act tis not only touched, but receives its Death Stroke, 


Fa- and thoſe Times ſufficiently. condemned, in which 


ſo many mad Things were done. Beſides this, the 
3d, Act of Queen Ame's Parliament held in Edin- 
burgh 1702. confirms all: the former Acts, in Fa- 
vours of Presbyterian Government and . Diſcipline, 
as-agreeable to the Word of God, and the only Go- 
vernment of Chriſt's Church within this Kin ee 
And the ad Act of her Majeſty's Parliament in May 
70g. did again ratify, all the Laws in Favours of 


Old. Confeſſion 3: : and Our Worſhip, and Diſcipline, i 


«The; A Reſciſſaꝭ is left entirely untouched:? For 


« the Proteſtant Religion, and the Exerciſe of Church-W. and bt. 


Prebyrery : And from all this tis plain, how _ | 


FR = 
. and how need. 


betwirt the 38 and 30 is overlook' d: For I dare 
venture to ſay, That we have attain'd-to'a better Si- 


Government, and ſand + om a firmer Baſis — that 
Period did. 6 
um Tistrue indeed, 3 the Parkinrent 905 nor 
mightnor any Parliament ſince have ſpoke of renewing the 80. 
news he lemn League; and pofft . they might think, they 
League. had good Reaſons for not doing it: They might ; per- 

haps be of the Opinion, that as to What concerned 
the Intereſt of Scotland, the Deſign of the League 
was fully anſwered; ſince the Doctrine, Diſcipline, 
Worſhip and Government of our Church, are at 
much ſecured to us as Laws can make chem 3 nay, 
the perpetual Contihuance of then, is 4 fundamen- 
tal Article of the Union. They might alſo ima 
gine, that Scotland was not bou by the League to 
eſtabliſh their Government, Worſhip and Diſcipline 
in England, and that England was not bound to re- 
ceive them, unleſs they had a- mind; becauſe, in the 
League, the Scots — the Engliſß Parliament mutually 
engage to reform England and Ireland,” aceording to 
the Pattern of the beſt reformed Churches: But the 
Euglis Parliament were to ſee, with their own Eyes, 
what was the beſt Pattern, and the Scots were to af. 
fiſt: them in reforming to what they thought the 
beſt. No doubt, the Scots Nation thought their own 
Kirk the beſt reformed: But Sir Harry Vun, inſtead 
of, according to the Pattern of the Scots Kirk, "got Þ: 
i them: to . — o the” Pattern f the beſ 
reformed "Kirk, Now, England and Ireland have 
reformed —— ae to what they think 
| the beſt Pattern, ſome may think, that the Scots are 
not — even by the League, to preſs their yy 
. M 
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leſs their Clamours are, that the coverianting Period | © 


tuation, as to Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and I. 


" Neighbours to a better Mind, and to make them re- 


EE DP 
Model upon England and Ireland, contrary to their EAA 
own Inclinations; But beſides ; ſome might be 


apt to imagine, that the League had a bloody A- 
„and that favoured roo much of the French 
Mode of Converſion, by Fire and Faggot, and mi- 
litary Execution; becauſe, in the League, the Par- 
ties fwear and engage gage to extirpate Popery and Prelacy, 
Root and Branch. Now, if the Meaning of this 
was, that the Scots were to enter England and Treland 
with an armed Force, and, with the Aſſiſtance of 
the Engliſb Parliament, or without it, were to pur- 


\ (fue with Death and Deſtruction, all who oppoſed 


the Scheme they propoſed, ſome may be ready. to 
think, that this is plainly contrary to the very Spirit 


fend the true Religion with the Sword, but not to 
propogate it by the ſame Means; and that 1 it would 


Faftify all the Maſſacres and Blood which has been 


ſhed in religiqus Quarrels. But if the Meaning of the: 


Word Extirpation was, that they were to uſe Arms 
only for Defence, and the Dint of Argument, and 
che Force of ' Reaſon, only for converting their Op- 


poſers, then ſome may think, that they may law- 
fully do this ſtill, tho“ the League ſhould never be 
renewed : As indeed it cannot, if the Eng/iſh Parlt- 
ament is unwilling to come into it. But ſtill the Scots, 
may uſe the utmoſt Art of Perſuaſion to bring their 


form after our own Model, if they can, provided 
Goed of their Souls; and if this reaſonable convert- 


and Genius of Chriſtianity, which allows Men to de- 


ſtill they don't maſſacre the Bodies of Men for the 


ing of Men from their Errors, is the Meaning of the 
cague, and the Scots are ſtill willing to perform their 
2 then the Guilt of Perjury balls [oo + who. 
are not or wii ro + ar ene 345. 9 
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Another bene of the Fallhood of the T uiom, 
ah have P. g. where they miſrepreſent the Conduct 
of the Aſrably. 1690. with reſpect ta Mr. Shield; 
and other two Miniſters. Here hey repreſent the 
Aſſembly, as approving, or, at leaſt, at having no 
great Averſion at the Apoſtacy and\Backfliding of 


: the former Period: pra rn, + nb; fn oe 
this is, That they were ſo far from attempting 


4. redrefsthe Grievances complain'd of m Mr. Shel 
<<, long Paper, in which many Steps of Apoſtacy and 
4 Defection were nted,: that they approve of 
the Report & their Cormitteeof Qvertures, cal- 
% ling — and impracticable Propo- 
ak, uncharicable and injurious; | elections, tend- 


t ing rather to kindle Contentions, than to heal 


„ Diviſions.“ This is a falſe and maimed Account 


of the Matter: For: befidei this, the Aſſembly ſaid, 


That Mr. Shiela's Paper contained ſeveral groſs and 
peremptory Miſtakes; Was not all this ſufficient to 

the Conduct of the Aſſembly? Was it reaſo- 
nable, that a Paper ſhould be read before them, con- 
taining ma ny groß Miſtakes, and Propbſals 19560 were 
8 os timed, nor practicable, and Reflections 
chat were both uncharitable and uyurious, and tend- 


ing rather tp create Contentions, which might un- 
hinge their Settlement, than to compoſe Diviſions, 


of which they had too much? Many of the Members 
of that Aſſembly wer then um" Artur yy a 
the Furnace of Affliction, and had ſo much Ex- 
perience of the bad Effects of raſh: Meaſures, and 
violent Courſes, that they took lar Care to 


avoid them. And tis very poſſible, that if our new 
Presbytery had been tried in their Furnace of Aﬀic- 

tion, they would have been as coal, as theſe pious good 

Men, in embarking in a Courſe, which —.— 

| * them back! into a State of theutmoſt hi 


fuſion ; 


Le EE a 3 - 
fuſion. And tho” the new Presbytery have ſet up Mr; 


Shields and his two Brethren for their, Pattern, yet 
they are far from copying after it: Tho? they com- 
plain'd of Apoſtacy and Defections, as the Brethren _ 
do; yet, in the gth Seſſion of the Aſſembly, they 
gave in a Paper, in which they declare, that they 
ſubmit to the Aſſembly's Judgment, and promiſe to 


ſubmit and ſubject themſelves, their Lives and Doc- 


trines, to the Cognizance of the Judicatories of this 
Church. But this Part of Mr. Shields's Story is ſo op- 
poſite to the Brethrens Conduct; that they entirely 
pe it. N 

ſembly 1690, p. 61 and p. 32 Teſt. for not aſſertin 
the Divine Right of Preſbytery, the intrinſick 
Power of the Church, and for not aſſerting our 


Saviour to be the alone ſupreme Head and King 5 


over his Church. Their Words are: © Yet the 


« Aſſembly 1690 did not aſſert the Divine Right 
of Preſbytery, and the intrinſick Power of the 
Church, which are two ſpecial Branches of his 


<* glorious Headſhip in and over the fame;” And 
again; about the Middle of the 52 p. after they 


have own'd, that the Aſſembly 1690 in ſome Man- 


ner condemned the -uſurp'd Supremacy of the pre- 
ceeding Reigns over the Church of Chriſt, Yet, 
* ſay they, they did not abſolutely condemn that 
<* uſurped Supremacy, nor expreſly aſſert the Head- 
* ſhip and wi of Chriſt, nor did they ex- 
* preſly approve the covenanted Reformation of 
this Church, attained unto from 1638 to 1650.” 


Now here we have a plain Inſinuation, that the 


Aſſembly ſuſpected the Truth of theſe Principles; 


and that therefore they would not own them as 


any of theirs. But do not the Brethren know, 
that theſe were the known Principles of Preſbyte- 


> * 


:ſides this, the Brethren falſely charge the Af. , A third 
Inftance o 
S Falſhood. 
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rians contained in their publick Standards, and that 
their aſſerting the Divine Right of Preſbytery, and 
the intrinſick Power of the Church as to Things fa- 
cred, gave Riſe to theſe Statutes, which ſcrewed up 
the Supremacy to an exorbitant Height in the two 
former Reigns? And is it not as certain, that our 
Confeſſion of Faith aſſerts all theſe Things, and 
was ratified by the Parliament, received and owned 
by the Aſſembly, and ſubſcribed by every one of 
them? See Conf. ch. 30. p. 1. the Words are: 
The Lord Feſus Chriſt, as Ring and Head of bis 
Church, hath therein appointed & Government | diſtin#t 
From the Civil Magiſtrate, And Par. 2. tis faid, 
Jo theſe Officers the Ko of the Kingdom of Heaven are 
committed. And again, ch. 31. p. 2. we have theſe 
Words: As Magiſtrates may: latofully call a Synod- of 
Miniſters, and other fit Perſons, to conſult and. adviſe 
with about Matters of Religion; Jo if the 1 itrates 
be open Enemies to the Church, the. Miniſters of Chriſt 
ef themſelves, by Virtue of their Office 3 or they, ith 

. bther fit Perſons, upon Delegation run other Churches, 
may meet together in ſuch Aſemblies. The ſecond 

a 7 . Book of Diſcipline aſſerts all theſe, Things more par- 
ticularly, which was Iikewiſe ratified and confirmed, 

2s the ſtanding Diſcipline of our Church. And be- 
fides all this, is it not well known, that the Mode- 
rator always conſtitutes and diffaves the Aſſembly 

in the Name of our Saviour, the alone King and 
ere of eee ? IS. not all this a direct Con: 
emnation of t eee uprema ,/and a tive 
aſſerting of their own Principles? 3 je if It — ſo, 
what Occaſion had the Afembly. to make any Act 
about theſe, Things of which they never made any 

| Queſtion, and which they had always declared uni- 
formly to be their Principle? This, however, ſhews, 
1 ek { how 


how. far the Brethren's 7. 3 is from Tru th, com- 


mon Juſtice, and Honeſty. 


But the Brethren go on with their falſe Repreſen- 0 


tations of the Aſſembly 1690. P. 53. they tell us, 


5 That the Aſſembly enjoin'd their Commiſſion, to A fourth 
* receive into miniſterial Communion, ſuch of the ſpfznce of. 
<« late conforming Miniſters, as, having qualified of the Te | 


* themſelves according to Law, ſhould fub-©%7 


“ ſcribe the Formula framed for them.” By this 
Formula, they ſay, Theſe conforming Miniſters 
4 were not bound to acknowledge, that Preſbyte- 
“ rian Government is founded upon the Word of 
e God; but only, that the Church- Government, 
as now ſettled by Law, is the only Government 
of this Church.” To ſhew how falſe this Ac- 


count of the Matter is, I need only tranſcribe the 


Formula, as we have it among the Acts of the AL 


ſembly 90. It runs thus, Ta þ neerely own, and 
declare, the ahove Confeſſion of F aith, approven by 
General Aſſemblies of this Church, and ratified by Law 


in the Year 1690. to be the Confe Non of my Faith, and 
that T own the Doctrine therein contained, to be the true 
Doctrine, which I will conſtantly adbere to; and Itke- 
wiſe, that I own and acknowledge the Presbyterian Ga- 
verument of this Church, now ſettled by Law, by Kirk- 


Seſſions, Presbyteries, Provincial Synods and General 


Aſemblies, 10 be the only Government of this Church; 


and that I will ſubmit thereto, concur ther&with, and = 


never endeavour direftly nor indireftly, the Prejudice nor 
Subverfion thereof: And that I will obſerve Uniformity 


of Worſhip, and the Adminiftration of all publick Ordi- 
nances within this Church, as the fame are at preſent 
performed and allowed. Now, what could the mighty | 


Harm be, of admitting theſe to Communion, who 
ſolemnly ſubſcribed and acknowledged the Confeſſin 198 
* Faitb, to * che Confeſſion of theirs; who ac- 

| F. 5 


knowled ged 
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1 ged Pele 8 promiſed to 
ſubmit to it, and never endeavour its Prejudice di- 
rectly nor indirectly; and 1 to obſerve Uni- 


-  — thren, if they had thought better, 
- - paſt Sentence on theſe two Propoſitions; for if Moral |; 
N Virtue flows not from the eſſential Properties and Na- 
= ves of The? but "_y the mere * of the Cre- 


formity with the eſtabliſhe Church ? In Charity, I 
am bound to think, that one who could aſſert all 
theſe Things ſolemnly. muſt. be of Qpinion, that 


they were at leaft agreeable to the Word of God, 


and fo founded upon it. From the Whole, *tis plain, 
how ſhamefully our Teſtifiers labour to impoſe upon 
the World, by aſſerting Things, one would think, 

they could ſcarce miſs to know to be falſe : And the 
Text they adduce for condemning, rather juſtifies 


the Aſſembly's Conduct, it, is 2 Chron. XXIV. 31, 


32. Here we find King 2 ab entered into a Cove- 
pant before the Lord, to ſerve him, and keep, his 
. Statutes, Judgments and Commandments, and o- 
bliged the Prieſts and the People to ſtand to it. And 


ng Aſſembly os the conforming Miniſters, to I 
to what they judged to be the 


ſubſcribe and ſtan 
Truths of God. 


Another Inſtance of the Brethrens groſs Miſtakes 


K in. their Tſtimom, is, Their condemning ſome Pro- 


poſitions, as falſe and contrary to the Word of 


God, which, to a calm and unprejudiced Mind, 
will appear to be true, and are owned as ſuch by 


the greateſt Philoſophers and Divines, - a Bundle 
of Propoſitions, which they have mark? out as dan- 
gerous Errors, they condemn the following Two, 


© Moral Virtue flows from the eſſential Properties and 
** Nature of Things: Our obſerving the Laws of Na: 


ture, is the Be —— Mean or Inſtrument of our real 
and laſting i 


city,” It had been good for the Bre- 
. they had 


Mor, 


** 
* 


( 


;tor, then the Creator might have willed the con- 


i- trary of what he has done, ſince there is nothing in 
ni- ſhe eſſential Properties, and · Nature of Things, to 
, I ſnake them morally Good or Evil; and conſequent- 
all Ey, he might have commanded us to be unthankful 
1at ſand ungrateful for Benefits received, and command- 
xd, d all the Acts of Injuſtice, inſtead of Honeſty and 
in, Equity; or have ordered his Creatures to hate and 
on Neſpiſe their Creator, inſtead of loving and obeying 
ak, him: But have not Injuſtice, Diſhaneſty, Diſobedi- 
the ſence to Parents, and the Hatreg of our Maker, all 
fies Ithoſe Lineaments of real Evil ſtampt upon them, 
31, which muſt for ever make them appear Evil, what- 
ve- ver will enjoin them to be practiſed as Good? And 
his Ithe oppoſite Virtues to theſe, muſt ſtill appear ſa 
| o- fair and lovely, in their own Nature, that, we muſt 
Ind look upon them as our Duty, tho? they had never 
to been enjoin'd by a ſuperior Authority; therefore, be- 
the cauſe ſome Things are Good, and others Evil, in 
their eſſential Properties and Nature, God loves the 
kes one, and hates the other, and commands us to da 


Pro- Good, and eſehew Evil. Upon this very Principle, 
of ſour greateſt Divines aſſert the vindictive Juſtice of 
ind, God, and ſhew, that he muſt neceſſarily puniſh Sin; 
by becauſe moral Evil, in the very Nature of it, is a 
ndle ¶Contradiction to the divine Nature, and that con- 

dan- ſequently; he could not forgive the Sins of moral A. 

Wo, gents, without a Satisfaction given to his Juſtice, On 

and the contrary, Socinians aſſert, That he could forgive 
Na: in without any Satisfaction; becauſe moral Good 
real with them, and with the Brethren, depends merely 


a Law, merely by his Will, can forgive the Tranſ- 


N greſſion of that Law, which depended upon his oẽwWn 
Na- arbitrary Pleaſure. Thus Men, by raſhly condemn. 
Cre- ing Things as Error, run into very groſs Ones: But 
ator, VV . 


not 


upon the Will of the Lawgiver: And he who makes 


% 


not only does this Principle, That moral Virtue 


_ viour carne to redeem us from all Iniquity, fo to 


But *ris certain, that obſerving the Laws of Nature, |,” 


46 ) 


flows from the eſſential Properties, and Nature of 
Things, appear to be true; but the other alſo, which 
they condemm as Error, namely, That our obſerving 
the Laws of Nature, is the great Mean and Inſtru- 
ment of our real and laſting Felicity, No one of 
found Principles ever denied, that the Righteouſneſs 
of our Saviour, conſiſting in his Doing and 8 
for us, is the true and only meritorious Cauſe of our 
real and laſting Felicity, and that tis by Faith only 
that we are intereſted in all the happy Effects of what 
he has done for us: But *tis as certain, that as our Sa- 


rchaſe to himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works: As he came to five Men from Wrath and 
Miſery, ſo to reſtore them to themſelves, to renew 
their Natures, and to enahle them to return to God, 
in 2 Way of conſtant and ſincere Obedience; and 
unfe6 we be like God, and walk with him, tis im- 
poſſible we can be really or ſaſtingly happy. But 
our obſerving the Laws of Nature, is nothing but 


our walking with God, according to that Rule of 


Righteouſneſs he has more obſcurely revealed to us, in 


the Nature of Things, tho', in our fallen State, we 
want Eyes to diſcern them as we ought ; but more 


clearly and plainly in his holy Word, where he com- 
mands us to be holy,” as be is boy: Withgur this, we 
can neither hope to be happy in this Life, nor laſt- 


ingly fo in the Life to come. If. e be fo, our Na- 


tures muſt be ſanctified and renewed, and the Seeds 
of our Diſquiet and Miſery muſt be mortified and ſub. 
dued within us, that we may be ſincerely holy, and 


ſo far happy now, and laſtingly holy and happy 
| hereafter. Now, whatever brings a good Effect along 


with it, may be called the Mean and Inſtrument of it. 


MM. 


or, which is the fame, our being holy, brings Hap- 
pineſs along with it, and conſequently, may be cal- 


led the great Mean and Inſtrument of our real and 


laſting Felicity, tho? it ſtill ſuppoſes the Neceſſity, of 


the Grace of God, and the Influence of his Spirit; 
to fit us for every good Word and Work: But to | 


deny, that our obſerving the Laws of Nature, or 
our being holy, is the great Mean and Inſtrument 


not the Cauſe) of our real and lafting Felicity, looks 
too like the Reveries of Henry Nicolas, and of the 
groſs Antinomians, who ſaid; That good Works did not 
gniſy a Straw, in ortler to. Happineſs. 
But, Lofty, The Teſtimony diſcovers itfelf to be 
falſe, by being ſelf- contradictory; I mean, becauſe 
tie Teſtimony: coritradits thoſe who give it. P. 


127. The Brethren | aſſert all the Doctrines of the 
Confeſiau, particularly they aſſert with it, ch. 31. p. 


That it belongs to Copncils and Synods, mi- A fixth 
| Inftance o 


© niſterially to determine Controverſies of Faith; F,mooa, 


ce to ſer down Rules and. Directions for the better 
Government of his Church, to receive Complaints 


in Caſes of | Male-£dminiſtration; and authorita- 


«tively to determine the ſame ; which Decrees and 
“ Determinations, if conſonant to the Word of 
God, are to be received with Reverence and Sub- 
e miſſion; not only for their Agreement with the 
Word of God, but alſo for the Power whereby 
they are made, as being an Ordinance of God 
* appointed thereunto in his Word.“ To all this 

e Brethren profeſs to give their Aſſent, and yet in 
Practice they act · as if not one Word of it were 
true. They own, that Aſſemblies have Power to ſet 


down Rules and Directions, about the ordering of 


the publick Worſhip ef God and the Government of 
his Church, and yet they are ſo far from 1 
aach, and y | : 

| v7 „ 


: 4 

* 
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the Rules ſet down by Jadicathries of Chriſes Ap- 
pointment, that they revile them inſtead of — 
them with Submiſſion; and give the worſt Names 
and Characters to the Rulers, inſtead ofreyerencing 
them: And tho? they own, that it belongs to 


of Male-adminiſtration, yet they refuſe to ſubmit to 
their Rebukes, even after they themſelves have ap. 

_pealed to their Authority. They pretend to be for 
a Parity among Miniſters, and a Subordination of 
Judicatories, and yet they act the moſt. prelatical 
and lordly Part; fie tho* they are only a few; yet 
they raiſe their Judgment and Authority above that 
of the higheſt Judicatories of the Church. They 
| pretend to adhere to the Directory for Church-go- 
vernment, and yet they act againſt it. The Dire 
tory tells us, That one Miniſter ſhould have but 


* ſhould live contiguouſly to one another, ſo as they 
© may be eaſily under the Miniſter's Inſpection ;" 
hut they are for the Inſpection of their own and their 


FBrethren' s Congregations too; and it is not their Fault, 


if their Dioceſs is not larger than ever Biſhop 8hary's 
was, who was once a zealous Preſbyterian and Co- 
| venanter, but afterwards turned a violent Prelat: 
and Perſecutor of his Brethren. And. beſides all 
this, they pretend to be zealous for the Covenants, 
a” yet one of them gave it under his Hand, that 
was content to drop the ' Covenants, and all of 
them contradi& the Covenant in their Practice; for 
che ſolemn League binds all to endeavour -after Uni- 
— formity of Doctrine, Worſhip and Government in 
the three Kingdoms; but they are for Separation 


tar, tho* the Doctrine, Worſhip and Government 
we now En oe: Ws! wy Tn" and 2 . 


Chriſt's Judicatories to receive Complaints, in Cafe 


one Congregation, and that the Members of it 


and Diviſion, and for ſetting up Altar againſt Al-J - 


at 


in 0 OACs ry He Ro ARR ISR. 


( 9. 
Fo orefathers foore to 5 Uniformity, not only 
here, but in England and Ireland. 

I might have given ſeycral other Inſtances of the 
Falſhood and Uncharitableneſs of rheir Teſtimony, 
in their Aſperſions u et theſe Aſſemblies which had 
Profeſſor Simſon an Profeſſor Campbel's Affair be- 
fore them; but theſe who were concerned, and are 
moſt thruſt at in their Aſperſions, are on the Stage, 
and can anſwer for themſelves. I ſhall only notice 
furcher, that their Teſtimony i is gnſcriptural. 


Of the Teſtimony's being wnſer jptural. 


What I have already advanced, in ſhowing that 
the Teſtimony. is both. -uncharitable and falſe, will 
likewiſe prove that it is unſcriptural, ſince whatſo- 
tver treſpaſſes againſt.” Truth and Chaxity, does the 
ſame againſt. the Scripture, which aſſures us, t that | 
1 ape « ESE. and that we are 

r falſe, Witneſs any Man. | 1new 
5 y likewiſe. 1 ney k no Scri 1 
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inge and conſequently, their Abſolution or Jenten 
of Condemnation was ratified in Heaven: And tho? 
this Privilege was given to Peter at firſt, yet Matth. 


50. } 


&* Fabu xx. 23. Ads xx. 28.” Here they bottom 


themſelves, as a Warrant for all they have done, in 
Quality of a new Preſbytery, aſſuming an Authority 
paramount to all the Judicatories of the Church of 


Scotland. The firſt Scripture is Matth. xvi. 19. 1 


ſay unto thee, thou art Peter, in the foregoing Verſe, 
and then in this, tis ſaid, 7 will give unto thee the 
Keys of - the Kingdom of Heaven, and whatſoever thou 
Halt bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven, and what- 


foever thou ſhalt looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in Hea- 
ven. Now, I hope, the Brethren know, that the 
Pope make Uſe ot this Text, to ſupport his uſurp'd 


1 


Dominion and Authority over all the Chriſtian 


World, as Peter's Succeſſor in the infallible Chair of 


Rome; tho it no more favours his Uſurpation, than 
it does the Reverend Brethren. I need not notice 


here, that tis the Opinion of ſome. great Divines 
n v3 7 


that the Promiſe contain'd in this, and the other 


two Texts, quoted by the Brethren, is peculiar to 


the Apoſtles; they, were ſecured by the infallible Spi- 
rit of Chriſt from erring, either in binding or looſ- 
their Abſolution or Sentence 


xviil. 18. and Jobn xx. 23. tis equally given to all 
the Apoſtles, who have all a Promiſe of a Ratifica- 


tion in Heaven, of whatever they ſhould do on 


Earth, as to religions Matters, becauſe they were to 


de led by the ſame infallible Spirit. 


Now, I hope, the Brethren will not be fo pre- 


ſumptuous and vain, as to ſay, that all their Acts, 


and Sentences, and Teſtimonies are ratified in Hea- 
ven, or that they are as much ſecured from erring as 


che Apoſtles were: For tho' a Promiſe of an infalli- 
ble Conduct, in binding and loofing, was firſt made 
to Peter, and then to all the Apoſtles, the Promiſe 


18 


commanded others to feed the Flock, 


is not made, in the ſame Extent, firſt to Mr. 
Ebenezer, and then to the Six that aſſociate with 
him. The Weakneſs, Error, and groſs Miſtakes, | - 
which appear in what they have done, will hinder 
any Man from thinking them infallible, tho' they 


ſhould. ſay they are o ; and if they are not, the 


Texts they quote will never make thoſe Things right 
in their Alis, Declarations and Teſtimonies, which 
are wrong in themſelves, nor can they in the leaſt 
warrant them to aſſociate themſelves into a Preſby- 
tery, and aſſume a Power and Authority, that refu- 
ſes to be checkt by Judicatories of Chriſt's Appoint- 
ment. Toe whom was this Promiſe of Infallibility, 
in binding and looſing, made? Was it not to the A- 
poſtles, who had received their Commiſſion imme- 
diately from Chriſt himſelf, and to whom he ſaid, 
Feed my Sheep, and feed my Lambs ? Tis true, they 
over which 
the Holy Ghoft had made them Overleers, Als xx. 
28, but then theſe who were made Overſeers by the 
Apoſtles; were ſubject to their Admonition, Reproot . 
and Rtbuke; and if the Apoſtles had paſt Sentence 
againſt any of them, their Sentence would have been 
ratified in Heaven : And, in ſhort, by whatſoever 
Authority the Miniſtry is conveyed to any Man, to 
that Power and Authority they are accountable for 
the Diſcharge of it. The Apeſtles derived their 
Power and Authority immediately from Chriſt, and 
were accountable to none but him for the Diſcharge 
of it. But they who have received their Miniſtry, 


not immediately from Chriſt, but from Officers of 


his Appointment, tho? they are accountable to Chriſt 
the Judge of all, yet they are immediately accoun- 


table to thoſe through whoſe Hands they received 


their Miniſtry, for the Diſcharge of it? And yet the 


eels: tho? they received not their Office imme- 


& 2 _ diately - 


3 3882 | 
. diately from Chfiſt, as the Apoſtles did, but from ho 
| Judicatories of his Appointment, lay Claim to an [Gr 
Authority and Power equal to that of the Apoſtles, Ar 
pPretending they have this Power and Authority from Ide 
(ES; Chriſt, and that they are accountable to none, con- ſan 
trary to common Senſe, and their Ordination-Vows, 20 
in which they ſolemnly promiſed to be ſubject to their . 
Brethren,” and to Judicatories of Chriſt's Appoint- 
ment; and'yet,' when they have built their Conduct 
upon theſe Texts, which can by no Means favour IH 
them, they. tell us, They were encouraged to this Ine 
Step, from the Promiſe Matth. xviii, 20. Wybere Win 
Two or Three are gathered together in my Name, there (ſul 
an I in the Midſt of them. What Encouragement w. 
they could have from this, to do às they have done, IPe 
is not & cafily ſeen. To gather together in Chriſt's ba 
Name, is to do fo by his Warrant and Authority, I up 
and not t& make his Name a Cover to our own || ar 
_© gfoundleſs Fancies: And unleſs the Brethren can II 
ſhe, that they have our Saviour's Warrant and Au- re 
chority, for rebelling againſt, and breaking Com- || gi 
mumien with all che Judicatoties of his Appoint- St 
zent, they have but cold Encouragement from this m 
Text, and liftle Reaſon to hope that he will be in 
- the Midſt of them. Tis not a preſumptuous givin 
cut, that we do any Thing in his Name, that wil 


it 
a Js ' 83 0 
intitle us to his an but our Being able to pro- If 
| W 

L 


duce his Warrant and Authority for what we do. 
We may ſee what befel the ſeven Sons of one Scevs 
2" Few, who ioo upon them to call over them who had I ft 
clan Spirlis, the Name of the Lord Feſus, without || y 
his Warrant and Authority. The Spirit anſtbered, I“ 
Jeſus ] know, and Paul I know 3 but wh art ye? And Nv 
be Man who had the evil Spirit, leapt on thei, and || © 
overcame ibem; und they fled atoiy naked and Wornded, || ! 
Akts x. 1317, Here 1 fall feave the 7%. t 


s mony, 


[| Suppofition, and are only good Rules, 


3 ( 3 
, in Which there is nothing that can be à pM 
Ground of Separation from our happy Eſtabliſhment; 
And having diſcoutſed the four Generals F Ir ron 
ded, I ſhall now endeayour to per᷑ſuade all to Uni 
and Harmony, in Oppoſition to ſo wicked and b 
4 _— as Separation and Diviſim;  . : 


An Exhortation to Peace and He md a. 75 C 


But now, when I am to perſuade to Peace _ 
Harmony, Jam not to be miſtaken,” as if I i 
ned, that we can all be of one Mind and Judge 
in every Particular. While Men, in this Wor >; are 
ſubje&t to ſo much natural. Ertor and Corruption 3 
while Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions take. Place; While 
Peoples Talents, Endeavours and Diligence are {6 
various; and while: there is nv viſible infallible Fudge 
upon. Earth to decide Controverſies; and while there 
are ſo many Truths above our Reach; Winch yet we 


will be graſping at, there muſt neceffarily be Diffe- 


rences of Opinion. And the Precepts of our Reli 
gion, concerning Peace and Harmony, 8 uport this 
or our better 
thin oufſelves under theſe Cireunlinces. 1 
Now theſe Things being ſuppoſed; we ſhonld trace 
it our ſincere Endeavour to live in Peace; that the 
God of Love and Peace may be with us; labou- 
ring to follow Peace with all Men, and Holineſs, 
without which we cannot hope to ſee God... Mutual 
Love is a ſure Sign of our being the Diſciples of Je- 
ſus, Fobn xiii. 34, 33. A new — I give. 
you, that ye love one another, as I have lovid you; au 
by this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſeiples, " 
we love one another. Is it not highly reafonable, that 
they who pretend to Have the fame Hope of the 
heavenly Inheritance, ſhould nor only love one anb- 
— 1 but forbeat ane er, . all Lowlneſs, 
| Mecknels 


+ & 


| ( 545 )) 7 

Mecknefs and Long: ſuffering, endeavouring to keep 
the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace? Since 
there is but one true Body, of which we all pretend 
to be Members: And one Spirit who ſanctifies, and 
influences all who are the true Members of this one 
Body: And one common Hope, to which all the 


ſeveral Members are called: One common Lord, 


by whoſe Merits and Mediation they are made Par 
takers of their Hope: One Faith, by the lively Ex 
erciſe of which, they live and are ſaved at laſt : One 


| Baptiſm, and one Lord's Supper, the outward Live- 
ry and common Badges, as it were, of our common 


Chriſtianity: And one God, and Father of all, 


whoſe Authority ſhould oblige all his Children to 


Peace ; who is every where preſent, and ſees their 
Behaviour, if it be like that of Brethren or not, and 


whoſe Image is ſtampt upon them all, and who has 
an Intereſt in them all, if they are his Children. If 
then we are one, in theſe great and weighty Mat. 
ters, one in owning the ſame common Articles of 


Faith, even that Faith which was once delivered to 


the Saints, having the ſame Way of Worſhip, and 


the fame Church- Government; if, I fay, we arc 


Brethren upon ſo many Accounts, and united toge- 
ther in ſo many Things, whichſhould make us keep 


the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, ſhould 


we not take Care not to crumble into oppoſite Parties, 

or divide from one another, upon Accounts, which 
ſome may call weighty, but, when \ narrowly exa- J. 
mined, are but flight Occaſions of Separation? Should 


not our Union, in ſo many great Matters, be of 


greater Force to unite us, than our Difference about 


diſputable Matters ſhould be to divide and break us? 


Are not the moſt of theſe Things, which are the 


Subject of Contention, not ſo much about Things 
I, as about the Wer of doing them, and 
| a | 


it a great Diftance from the Vitals of Religion, and 
are good or bad, as they are made Uſe of to promote 


the Intereſt of the Redeemer's Kingdom, or are 
made Uſe of to ſupport Schiſm and Faction? Should 
wiſe Men, for theſe Things, take one another by 
the Throat, and become a Laughing-Stock to Ene- 
mies, and Matter of Sport to wicked Men and Infi- 
dels? Or can any one be contented, that we ſhould 


Joe our happy Eſtabliſhment, rather than that he 
: ſhould loſe his Revenge, or want Satisfaction to a 


poſitive and wilful Humour? Tantene animis cælgſtibus 
ie? Will not wiſe Men take Warning, when they 
ke what Advantages their Enemies make of their 
Diviſions, and what a Harveſt they have during 
their Difference? Would wiſe Men take that Courſe 
which of all others. their worſt Enemies would 
adviſe and direct them to, and give them that very 
Advantage which they. would be content to pur- 


-Ichaſe at any Rate? Would not wiſe Men rather 


chuſe to live in Peace and Harmony, that the God 
of Love and Peace might be with them? Now, if 
we would ſincerely cultivate this Diſpoſition, we muſt 


carefully obſerve the following Things. 
Means for promoting Peace and Unity. . 


Arſt, We muſt carefully avoid a. Spirit of Con- The füt 
tradiction, which is a great, Enemy to a peaceable Neun. 


and Peace- making Temper; not that we are always 
obliged to aſſent to what is advanced by others, but 
we are not, for diſputing Sake, to take up the op- 
poſite Side of the Argument, right or wrong, but 
nther be inclined to agree, as far as Charity, Truth 
and Equity will allow; and if we muſt neceſſarily 

differ in any Thing, Way will be more eaſily made 
for our coming to a better Underſtanding, by our 
courteous and peaceable Compliance with as much as 
ap | os = 
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uh ow 3dh,, When Tuche are of ſuch a Nature, that it 


may be neceſſary to undeceive our Neighbour about 
them, we are not to 9 it without a great 


tions; for, if e know him to he. 
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„ t convey it to 651 in Error, then we muſt 
be as careful af the Manner i in which we deliver it, 

as of the. Matter itſelf, that it may convey nothing 

but, Truth indeed: Ang the Language that conveys 

It müſt be attended with Modeſty, Submiſſion and 

iy; that it may not encroach upon the Duty 
accableneſs.. 


0 17 71g If we would be of the Temper I have been Thefourth 


Of; 


S eh ing, as we muſt be careful not to give ons 
ence.to others, 0 we muſt watch ourſelves, that 
2 * not ready to take. Fi ire, and be. offended with 


ning Provocations of others; and, as to this, 2 
Wo Honelty and Uprightneſs is required, in p. be 
ting the faireſt. Conſtruction on our Neighbo 's Tz. 
Words and Actions, they are capable of, in maki BB 
BTR tor the Prejudices oh wrong Inſtructions 


vive 99 Memory of their Miſcarriage, when they 


have, repented of them, and in a Readineſs to for- 


give | {mall F aults, from a Senſe of human Infirmity, | 
go. to accept any reaſonable Satisfaction. for A 
_ He that can neither prydently overlook, nor | 
85 0 digeſt a ſmall Injury, but takes Fire at e- 
Word, an reſents every the. [leaſt Provo- 
ak. muſt reſolve. to live in a perp chal State of 
Var with Mankind, and daily brings. upon himſelf, 
new, Enemies, and. freſh Quarrels; whereas, by Pa- 
tienes and Forbearance to take Reyenge 70 our 
ies, when in gur Power, their Pa ion will 2 
ſpend itſelf ; and When that i is over, they?ll ſee how 
much, they Were  beholden to our diſcreet F orbea · x 
rance Eq!.. 
© 5thh. If we ali be of this Temper, tis neceſ- 1. _ 
, that we - intrude not ourſelves needleſly,” or 


meddle with, and cenfure other Mens Buſineſs. There 


o Tae a karre a and reply Conſideration of - 
3 another“ 5 


9 * > + - 


( 58 
8 ; Circumſtaces, which requires that we be 


— mutually helpful to bear one another's Burdens, and 


This is a e Meddling: But when Men 
pry into their Neighbour's Conduct, that they may 
cenſure and find Fault, *tis a Practice fo much the 
more dangerous, that *tis not confined: within the 
| Bounds of Reaſon and Religion; ſo great a Matter 
does a little Fire kindle : Therefore the Man who 
would keep up Peace, muſt keep within his own 
; Rank, and do his own Duty, without uſurping an 
undue Authority over his Neighbour, or pretending 
to cenſure his Superiors in Things, n he him 

{elf is not juſtly aggrieved. 
my he ſixth = 6zbly, We muſt beware of running into Faction 
e Parties, and of eſpouſing them by the Lump, 
o as to think ourſelves obliged to defend all. their 


Principles, Cuſtoms and Actions, and to condemn 


all thoſe of the oppoſite Side. his i is the Way to 

propogate Differences from one Generation to ano- 

MF = thr, ; and inſtead of Love and Peace, to make it a 

Daty to p ate Rancour and ill Nature, and to 

bens and ng Keie all the good Things, we find 

in our Adyerſarics, and, perhaps, to run into the 

contrary Vices, purely for Diſtinction Sake. By 

this, Means, we confine all our Charity to cheſe of 

our own Party, and, in a Manner, excommunicate 

all others, and think that common Justice and Cha- 

kity is none of their Due; and yet nothing is more 

oOppoſite to that Spirit of Love and Charity, which 

Sur holy Religion requires, and which teaches us to 

8 Friends of Truth, irtue and Goodneſs, wherever 

4 we can fund them, and to follow. Peace with all good 
Men, tho! they differ from us in ſome Particulars. 

Theſe: , 7ibly.” Let us on the one Hand obſerve, what are 

vepik Mein. the uſual Cauſes and Occaſions of Diſcord ; and on 

ce other, what are e the beſt Means of Peace and A- 

greem ent, 
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re be | greement, and in our Practice keep up and encou- 
ang || rage them; particularly, let us in our Practice avoid 
every Thing that favours of Pride, Vanity and 
Haughtineſs, or taking Advantage of little Treſ- 
paſſes, Whiſpering, Talebearing, unneceſſary re- 
peating former Miſdeameanours, Cenforiouſneis, or 
whatſoever is contrary to Chriſtian Love and Chaz, 
rity : For it requires a conſtant good Guard upon 
ourſelves, as well as univerſal Good-will to Man- 
kind, neither to give, nor to be apt to take Offence: 
And on the other. Hand, we ought to cheriſh all 
the good natured, obliging and endearing Virtues, 
I ſuch as Civility and Humanity, which maintain mu- 
tions | eval Kindneſs and Good-will © © © 
mp, | But more particularly, if -we would be poſſeſſed, 
their of this peaceable Humour, and become good and 


emn || vſcfal Members ef the Church in which we are, let us 


Fit, Endeavour to attain. a clear Knowledge, a 
ino- | Ready Belief and firm Perſuaſion of the Doctrines of 
it a | the Goſpel, as delivered by our Saviour, and his 
d to Apoſtles, and recorded in the holy Scriptures: And 
find || this Foundation well laid, will prevent a great many 
the {chiſmatical Principles. and Practices. Did we always 
© By make it our Endeavour to fix in our Hearts and 
ſe of Minds, right and becoming Notions of God, of 
icate | ourſelves, and of our Saviour, and were we firmly 
GY rſuaded of them, and labouring earneſtly to act 
nore || fuitably. to them, in the Courſe. of our Life, theſe 
hich Things would appear of ſuch Weight and Moment, 
is to s to demand our moſt deliberate Attention and 
ever |: earneſt Care, that we might hot commit ſome un- 
rood happy Overſight in our moſt precious Concerns z and 
rs, | While theſe. Things are ſecured to us, which are of 
it are the greateſt Concern, we will be leſs taken up about 
d on || ſuch Matters, as are far removed from the Vitals of 
+ A- Religion; for it frequently happens, that they who 
VT IS 2: - >> 


% 


| In his Buſineſs, led by the DireQtionsof a Pürgter? 
The fame will hold, when Two or more — 


make the greateſt us and Re About little Nut- 


ters, are leaſt diſtinct, and werſe Gans ch in ande 
ings which are Ef the laſt Oonſequen er. 
110 | 


Let us always remember, that we 
bs. and reſpect thaſe who are our Teachers, are f 
ober us in the Lord, and that we Gug¹² ts Stern 


them very highly For their Work's Sake. Weſbould 


be far from vexing their Hearts and grieving their 


; Spirits, if they cannot be of the ſame Mind wich us 
in every Particular, nor pretend to deſert and for- 


ſake es, if they will not be over. ruled according 
to our Humour. Had we the leaſt Grain of Mo- 
deſty, we might eaſily preſume, that their Capacity 
and Judgment are as good, if not better than our, 
and that it will be as ſafe for us: s Follow Weit pi. 


nion in Things which are not evident ꝛ0 every one, 


as it can be fer them to fſoHew Of Fer would: ix 
not appear unreaſonable; to ſes x Workman ſul 


ſtrike out againſt" the” Authority of thoſe," who 
udgment ſhould be preferred to theirs: For k it 


| Hot to be preſumed, that ehe united Wiſdom of ma. 


ny knowing Men, will form a better J orf 
Things, than that of Tw. O or Three? It avons f 
intollerable Pride and Self. conceit, for One or r Ton 
to think otherwiſe ; und by the ſate — they 
tondemn their Superiors, they give & Right to others 
to condemn them, when tkey have 4 
n this tends to the Diſſolution of all Government. 
gaby. We ſhould look upon ourſelves bound 


to keep up Union and Communion with all che 
Members of the Chriſtiqn Church, unleſs ſinful 
Terms are impoſed upon us, or our Confſcionces Art 


n by our being forced to own and 'acknow- 
hon ah | Things to _ right, which woe are _— 


ind:ro'ir; | 


Hut- n our Minds, are wrong. On this Score our Fore 
theſe: fathers ſeparated from the Church of Rome, which * 
„ ould not allow them to continue in their Commu- 
rd ſion, unleſs they profeſſed ſeveral erroneous Doc- 
e fer: ſhrines, and went into ſeveral ſinful Practices: What- 
cem ver Church impoſes theſe, gives a juſt Ground for 
bald Peparation; but where none of theſe Things are im- 
their hoſed, and Men are allowed to differ in. ſmaller 
Matters with, Impunity, tis the Duty of every one 
o keep up Communion; and tho? ſome ſmall Things 
ding ſhould be wrong, we ſhould work out the Work of 
Mo- ſpur own Salvation, waiting nn till chey can be | * 
city ſſamended peaceably. 3 
ours, | 47hly. It will contribute much to our own Quiet, 
Opi- and that of others, if we remember what we are told 
one, fin our Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 1. Par. 6. namely, 
d ix That there are ſome Things,or Circumſtances, con- 
fal “ cerning the Worſhip of God, and the Government 
ter > of his Church, common to humane Actions and So- 
hers; “ cieties, which are to be ordered by the Light of 
e Nature, and Chriftian Prudence, according to the 
it . general Rules of the Word, which are always to be 
ria. obſerved: Hence, we are to lay no greater Streſs 
nt of 
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on theſe Things, than the Importance of them will 

bear: And when our Scruples are not about the Law- 
fulneſs, or Unlawfulneſs of any Thing, but only the 
Expediency of theſe Things, tis fit we ſacrifice our 
Scruples to the Peace and Welfare of the Church. 
it; Theſe are the Conſiderations I had to offer; and 
could we heartily fall in with them, in our Practice, 
mw might contribute much to our Peace and Wel- 

che fare. 
ol Behold how good a Thing, Dy becoming it is, for | 

Brethren to dwell in Unity? | 
MI caritate mutua fratrum, mihil jucundius concordia, 
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